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Two of the men detained following Saturday's murder. Investigative Committee of Russia for the Irkutsk
Region

Six young men have been detained in connection with the stabbing death of a 15-year-old in
Siberia’s Irkutsk region, Russian authorities said Monday.

The unnamed teen was killed at a bus stop on Saturday evening “after a minor verbal
altercation,” the Investigative Committee’s Irkutsk region branch said.

“The 15-year-old boy was stabbed at least four times and died instantly from his wounds,” it
said in a statement.

The six suspects are all aged between 15 and 21, the investigative body said, adding that an
unspecified number of them have a criminal record.

They face murder charges, which carry a maximum prison sentence of 15 years, as well as
charges of hooliganism, which is punishable by up to seven years in prison.
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Authorities in Irkutsk sought to dispel rumors that the stabbing death was linked to a popular
new TV series that glorifies Russia’s infamous criminal underworld.

On Sunday, Irkutsk’s Interior Ministry branch said one of the suspects denied that he had
watched the series.

Media reports initially claimed that one of the suspects was overheard reciting a phrase from
the TV series to the murdered teen during the attack.
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