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European Union countries are in talks to limit the movements of Russian diplomats within the
EU's border-free zone after the Czech Republic raised concerns about potential spies evading
monitoring, the Financial Times reported Tuesday.

Last week, Prague shared a document outlining ideas to prevent spying activities for the EU's
12th package of sanctions against Moscow, which member states still need to approve, the FT
reported.

Europe has expelled hundreds of Russians in retaliation to the Kremlin’s invasion of Ukraine
and concerns about undercover spies posing as diplomats.

The Czech Republic has proposed that Russian diplomats be issued visas and residence
permits that only allow travel within their host country and not the rest of the Schengen area,
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the FT said. Prague also proposed only accepting biometric passports, which are more difficult
to forge.

“There are agents of [Russia’s military intelligence service] GRU and other services arriving
in Czech territory. It is very complicated in Schengen to control this,” an anonymous EU
diplomat told the FT.

Prague also reportedly highlighted specific concerns regarding officials who receive Austrian
visas to work at UN institutions in Vienna who are then able to travel to the Czech Republic or
elsewhere.

The proposals were sent to European countries by the European Commission last week, the FT
said.

The Austrian government and the commission did not respond to the FT’s request for
comment.
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