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President Vladimir Putin has replaced the commander of Russia's Dnipro grouping of forces
in southern Ukraine, the state-run news agency TASS reported Monday, citing an anonymous
source. 

Colonel General Mikhail Teplinsky, who served as the head of the Russian Airborne forces,
was reportedly named commander of the Russian Army in southern Ukraine's partially
occupied Kherson region.

Teplinsky replaced Colonel General Oleg Makarevich, who was sacked over providing false
reports to his superiors, according to Vladimir Rogov, a Kremlin-backed official in the
Kherson region.

“The results on the ground did not correspond to the information delivered by the Dnipro
group’s [previous] command,” Rogov wrote on the messaging app Telegram.
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He said the reshuffle followed Putin’s recent visit to the army command’s headquarters in the
southern city of Rostvov-on-Don, which oversees Russia's military operations in its war
against Ukraine. 

Related article: In Photos: Ukraine Evacuates Avdiivka as Russian Offensive Escalates

Rogov also linked Teplinsky’s promotion to the increasingly fierce fighting in the Kherson
region, which is located north of annexed Crimea.

“The enemy has recently increased combat activity in this part of the southern front, crossing
to our side of the Dnipro River and trying to create bridgeheads there for attempts to attack
the area of Crimea,” Rogov said.

Teplinsky served as the deputy to Army Chief of Staff Valery Gerasimov, who heads the
command headquarters in Rostov-on-Don.

Teplinsky landed in hot water back in August when he disclosed the number of airborne
troops wounded since Russia's February 2022 invasion of Ukraine during an address marking
Paratroopers’ Day.

In April, Putin gifted Teplinsky an Orthodox icon during a rare visit to the Russia-controlled
area of the Kherson region.

Russian forces have maintained control over the eastern parts of Ukraine's Kherson region
since withdrawing from the regional capital last fall. 
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