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It's Not Surprising That It's Not Simple
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Mynpbi: wise

In the pantheon of “hard things to get right in Russian” if you are not a native speaker — and
sometimes if you are — right up there are “words that are almost, but not quite, alike.”
Sometimes one has an extra syllable, or they have different suffixes. You think you have them
all sorted out until you don’t.

Take, for example, the mistakes waiting to happen with what I have come to think of as the
wise-guy words, starting with myzapsiii (wise). Maybe the problem begins with the
etymology? The word seems to be related to a huge array of similar-sounding ancient root
words that stretched from the Poles, Lithuanians and Latvians across to the Indians and
Greeks. The definitions of these related words spanned from proud, devout and lively;
wisdom, reason, sense, jealousy; to study and even win. It’s impossible to find the ancient
root that unites them all. Maybe humans simply like the sound “mu” that they all share.
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In any case, MyphIH is relatively straightforward: it is an adjective that means wise and can
be applied to people or actions and objects. Koryia-To gaBHO 06 3TOM MHe paccKa3ajl O4eHb
MYJIpbIM uenioBek (A very wise man told me about that long, long ago). MsI Hagonro
3allOMHUM €ro TBepyIo PyKy u mypkeiii coBeT (We will long remember his steady hand and
wise counsel).

The adverb myzpo means wisely, which is how we should all act on the personal and state
levels. HacTano BpeMsi MyJIpO UCIIOJIb30BaTh BOAY U OTPAaHUUUTh JIeSITeTbHOCTD,
3arpsizHsomyo ee (The time has come to wisely use water resources and limit activities that
pollute them). YRparHa Mo>keT MyIpo peddOpMUPOBATh CBOIO CUCTEMY U CTaTh
npoiiBeTamuM rocygapctBom (Ukraine can wisely reform its system and become a
flourishing state).

The negative adjective Hemyzapsiti (unwise) can similarly be applied to both people and
things. There isn’t much to say about people: OH — Hemy/pbIii uenoBeK (He is not a wise
person). Unwise things are more interesting, even if they raise more questions than they
answer: 3To HeMyApPbIN BeIOOD rappepoba (That’s not a wise wardrobe choice). And it’s a
good word to bandy around when you’re feeling bossy: 3To HemypsIii crioco6 skuTh (That is
not a wise way to live).

Then things get a bit complicated: same root, different suffix. Instead of mygpsit1 (wise) we
have myzapénsbii, which is something like “wise” on steroids. Myzpénbiii means mysterious
and incomprehensible, difficult, ingenious, sophisticated, and/or abstruse.

Hayka npefcTaBnisieTcsl 4eM-TO OUeHb MyIPEHBIM — CMeChI0 HeIIOHSITHBIX CJIOB U
IMUHHBIX popmy (Science seems to be something impenetrable — a mix of
incomprehensible words and long formulas). MHorue poccusiHe pacCMaTpHUBalOT 3TU LIaTH,
CKopee, KaK [TI03UTHBHBIE [IepeMeHbI, a He KaK MYIPEHbBIM OTUTHUYeCcKUM 3arosop (Many
Russian citizens regards these steps more as positive changes than some kind of intricate
political conspiracy).

This adjective seems to be more commonly applied to things and events, but you can
sometimes hear it in reference to people: BapBapa, Thl KaKasi-T0O MyapéHasi, 60t ¢ To60%1!
(Vavara, you are one complicated lady, for God's sakes!)

Mynpénbii has its opposite — Hemyapénbii. When used to describe events or objects, it
means plain or not sophisticated. When used to describe people, it means simple or simple-
minded, straightforward and uncomplicated. [leno Hemyzapénoe (It’s not a tricky matter). OHa
CTaJia JKUTh [IPOCTOM U HeMYIPEHOW JKU3HbBIO 3aX0/IYCTHOTO Topojia B Bor 3HaeT Kakou
rinymu (She began to live a simple and unpretentious life in an out-of-the-way city out in the
hicks, God knows where).

If food is called HemypéHbIl it might be an unpretentious or a simple meal. That said, this
meal in the rough sounds pretty good for plain fare: Hair HemyapéHbIM Y3KUH, COCTOSIIITUMN
13 POSKEK C TYIIEHKOM, OTyPIIOB, TIOMUIOPOB M 005KapeHHBIX HaJ| YIVISIMU KOCTPA JIOMTeN
xi1eba, moaxoaAwi K Kouy (Our simple meal of macarroni with tinned meat, cucumbers,
tomatoes and hunks of bread roasted on the hot coals was coming to an end).

When used to describe people, Hemynpénbi generally means a person of simple interests or



tastes: UesmoBeK OH O6b11 HeMyIpéHbIv (He was a simple fellow).

The adverb myzapeno (sometimes myzapéno) follows the general pattern as the adjective
myapéHbIn. It means intricately, ingeniously, fancifully. It might be a straightforward
assertion that something is really complicated and hard: YepT ero 3HaeT, Kak MmyApeHO
ycrpoeHa >ku3Hb! (Good grief, life certainly is complicated!)

Or mypapeno could be a criticism of something that is overly complex: HeckonbKo pa3s,
IIPOUMTAB Uepe3 CUITy KaKre-TO M3 CTaphIX KHIDKOHOK, BepHee, He IIPOUUTaB, a
IlepenncTas, IOTOMY YTO JJOUMTATH [J0 KOHIIA HU OFHY M3 9TUX KHUT 51 He MOT, CJIMIIIKOM
MYZIpPEeHO, eii-60ry, yepe3 NsITh CTPAHMUI] I [IepecTaBajl IOHUMATh, O UeM Peyb, a s Beb He
caMbIi 00JIBIIIONM KpeTHH Ha cBeTe (Several times when I forced myself to read some of the
old books, or rather not “read” but “flip through” them since I couldn’t read a single one of
those books to the end, they’re all too clever for the own good, for God’s sake every five pages
I would stop understanding what was going on, and I’'m not the biggest cretin on earth...).

HemympeHno is the kicker of the batch. Sometimes (rarely) it means “simply” or “it’s simple”
— that is, the opposite of all the intricacy, ingenuity, and way too much cleverness of
mypapeHo. When it is used in this meaning, it can sometimes (now rarely) be written ue
mypapeHo. But today it seems to be more commonly written as one word: B aTom necy
HeMyzpeHo 3abnyauThes (It’s simple to get lost in these woods).

When it is written HemyzgpeHo and (most of the time, but not always) followed by a comma
and uTo (that), then it means “it’s no wonder that,” “it’s not surprising that.” C Tarumu
MBIC/IIMY HEMY/IPEHO, UTO BbI OecripepsIBHO XBopaeTe (When you’ve got thoughts like that
in your head, it’s no wonder that you constantly keep getting sick). HemyapeHo, 4To HOBas
MOJHasI MOZeNIb U3 CTAIU I10 [leHe HaMHOTO IIPeBhIIIajia KilacCuyecKre 30710Thle Yachl (It's
not surprising that the new model made of steel costs much more than a classic gold watch).

Here’s a clear example involving an apparently very good military commander: B ero Boricke
OBLII0 MHO>KECTBO KPeCThsIH, CTPAZaBIINX OT CMJIBHOTO KPEIIOCTHOTO IPaBa, a I0OTOMY
HeMYJIPeHO, YTO OH I10JTY4YWJI OTPOMHYIO ITOANep>KKy Hapoga (Among his troops were many
peasants who suffered from the cruelties of serfdom, and therefore it is not surprising that he
had great support from the population).

Here’s a conversation the morning after that is also pretty clear: —Hu ué He momH?1o... (I don’t
remember a thing). —He mygpeHo... (Like that’s a surprise...)

Sometimes you drink so much the night before HemyzapeHo, uTo (it’s not at all surprising
that) the old adages about the morning don’t apply. After all, usually yTpo Beuepa myznpeHee
(things are clearer in the morning).
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