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Russian Ecologists Raise Alarm Over
Unexplained Seal Die-Off in Far East

August 11,2023

Ecologist Zhora Kavanosyan / Telegram

A mass die-off of northern fur seals and Steller sea lions was discovered by a group of
conservations in Russia’s Far East, local media reported Thursday.

Photos published online showed the animals’ carcasses scattered across the shore of Tyuleniy
Island, located around 17 kilometers off the coast of Sakhalin.

Conservationists from the Friends of the Ocean wildlife relief group and Club Boomerang, a
Sakhalin regional organization, counted more than 300 bodies of the dead marine mammals
during an expedition to the island, saying they had “never seen anything like it.”

The cause of the mass die-off is still unknown, but members of the expedition to Tyuleniy
Island suggested that toxic poisoning or viral infection could have been among the causes.

“For now, we can only speculate. In any case, without expert analysis, it’s too early to draw
any conclusions,” ecologist Zhora Kavanosyan, who was not involved in the expedition, said


https://t.me/vesti_sakhalin_kurily/14144
https://t.me/ecozhora/2084?single

on the Telegram messaging app.

The group of conservationists said they had contacted local authorities about the incident, but
have yet to receive a response.

News of the mass die-off came just a day after members of the same expedition said they had
untangled over 150 animals from plastic waste.

Every August, a group of scientists, veterinarians and volunteers visit Tyuleniy Island to
rescue animals and free them from plastic pollution.

Tyuleniy Island, which in Russian means “island of seals,” serves as a mating ground for
northern fur seals and steller sea lions that inhabit the waters around the Far East island of
Sakhalin.

Friends of the Ocean estimates that the island is home to some 130,000 fur seals, which are
considered a “vulnerable” species, according to the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN).

Steller sea lions, meanwhile, are listed as “near threatened” by the IUCN.
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