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Russian Man Accused of Military Office
Arson Found Dead in Home

August 04, 2023
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An elderly man charged with trying to set fire to a Russian military enlistment office has been
found dead in his home near St. Petersburg, local media reported late Thursday, amid a
nationwide wave of arson attacks linked to phone scams.

The 76-year-old was detained on Wednesday after cameras captured him throwing Molotov
cocktails at an enlistment office in the town of Vsevolozhsk, located just east of St. Petersburg.

It was among at least 30 Russian military enlistment offices to have been targeted over the
past week in which many of the suspects told authorities they had acted on the instructions of
phone scammers.

Though none of the arson attacks led to serious damage, authorities have launched criminal
investigations in 10 out of the 30 cases, according to the independent news website
Mediazona.
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Related article: Phone Scammers Coax Russians to Set Fire to Military Offices — Reports

Police released the 76-year-old man in Vsevolozhsk on Thursday on the condition that he
appear in court on charges of attempted property destruction, according to St. Petersburg’s
news website Fontanka.

He was found dead later that day in his apartment, Fontanka said, adding that authorities
believe he had committed suicide.

Mash, a Telegram channel with purported links in Russia’s security services, identified the
man by his first name and patronymic Valery Mikhailovich, a widower with 40 years of
experience as a leading engineer in Russia’s defense industry.

The outlet reported that scammers had persuaded the 76-year-old to sell the apartment
where he was later found dead, transfer the money to an undisclosed account, then commit
arson to recover the amount.

It was not immediately possible to independently verify Mash’s report or whether the
authorities planned to continue pursuing the criminal case against him.
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