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Recast with Kremlin response.

The Kremlin said Wednesday that Russian forces only hit military-linked targets in Ukraine,
after a strike on a restaurant in the eastern city of Kramatorsk killed at least 10 people.

The comments come a day after the Ria Pizza restaurant — popular with soldiers, journalists
and aid workers — was destroyed in the city, one of the largest still under Ukrainian control in
the east.

"Strikes are only carried out on objects that are in one way or another linked to military
infrastructure," said Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov.

"The Russian Federation does not carry out strikes on civilian infrastructure," he added. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/afp


Embed:

Russian forces stuck a popular shopping center beside Hotel Kramatorsk in the
city’s center. It housed RIA Pizza, where every correspondent covering the war has
probably dined, and businesses including Adidas, Reebok and more. Local
authorities say casualties but number unclear. pic.twitter.com/JFT9ymiFwW

— Christopher Miller (@ChristopherJM) June 27, 2023

Kyiv's National Police said the strike, which came in the evening as the eatery was busy with
guests, had also wounded 61 people.

The Ukrainian emergency services said three children were among the dead. 

They added that a baby born in 2022 was among those wounded and warned that some people
were still under the rubble.

An AFP journalist on the scene shortly after the strike saw the restaurant in ruins surrounded
by debris with rescuers rushing to clear the rubble and search for bodies. 

Russia has denied striking civilian infrastructure throughout its 16-month-long Ukraine
campaign.
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