. Moscow Times

INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Russia to Build State Media Ecosystem
in Occupied Ukraine
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A serviceman and journalists are seen by a school in Zelyonaya Street damaged in shelling in Donetsk.
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Russian-installed authorities in occupied Ukraine are developing a centralized “information
space” for pro-Russian mass media and outreach, the Vedomosti business daily reported
Friday.

Russia claims to have annexed four regions of Ukraine — Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia
and Kherson — in September 2022 following widely disputed referendums, despite failing to
fully control any of them.

Moscow-installed authorities in these regions now seek “to create a channel of verified
information in each region,” Vedomosti said, citing sources in the regions’ Russian
administrations.

These channels’ main focus should be on news about the “socio-economic agenda” and the
‘“agenda of creation'" — in other words, positive news.


https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2023/06/09/979430-rabota-osnovnih-smi-dnr-lnr-hersonskoi-i-zaporozhskoi-oblastei-budet-sistematizirovana

Like the rest of Russia, the occupied regions have faced censorship of information that
contradicts the Kremlin’s narrative of the war since its invasion began in February 2022.

Currently, the only local pro-Russian media sources in the Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions
are the social media pages of Kremlin-appointed officials and military bloggers.

Related article: Russia to Allow Elections in Occupied Ukrainian Territories Under Martial Law

The Donetsk and Luhansk regions’ “news agencies” were first created in 2014 — when pro-
Moscow separatists went to war with Kyiv — with the support of Russian state agencies.

The creation of similar agencies in the Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions was announced
earlier this month, with Russian officials and state journalists again playing an advisory role.

According to Vedomosti, one of these consultants will be Lana Samarina, the former first
deputy editor-in-chief of the state-run TASS news agency.

Russia launched efforts to “Russify” the Ukrainian territories under its control shortly after
invading Ukraine, implementing the Russian currency, issuing passports and installing
Kremlin-appointed “governors.”

The occupied regions have also faced censorship of information that contradicts the
Kremlin’s narrative of the war.

Russia last month announced plans to hold local parliamentary elections in the occupied
Ukrainian regions in September.
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