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Russian President Vladimir Putin has signed a law that allows elections to be held in areas
under martial law, Russian state-controlled media reported Monday, paving the way for votes
to take place in Russian-occupied Ukraine. 

Russian regional elections are scheduled for September and presidential elections are set to be
held in spring next year. 

The legal changes are the latest step in a bid to integrate occupied areas of Ukraine into Russia
and legitimize Moscow-installed administrations as fighting in Ukraine enters its 16th
month. 

“No surprise here. The Kremlin wants these "elections" to take place and give local regimes
quasi-legitimacy,” tweeted Nikolaus von Twickel, a Berlin-based analyst focusing on eastern
Ukraine. 

https://tass.ru/politika/17868359
https://twitter.com/niktwick/status/1663157916994609154


“At the same time, martial law is a handy tool to curb civil liberties.”

Related article: ‘Dragon’s Teeth,’ Hedgehogs and Minefields: How Russia Is Preparing to
Defend Occupied Ukrainian Areas

According to the legislation, Russia’s Central Election Commission will be able to call
elections in regions under military rule after consulting with the Federal Security Service
(FSB) and the Ministry of Defense.

The law also made other minor changes to how martial law is implemented.

Following the full-scale invasion of its neighbor last year, the Kremlin annexed Ukraine’s
Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions in a move that was widely condemned
by the international community. 

However, large parts of these areas — including two of the regional capitals — are not
currently under the control of Russian forces. 

Heavy fighting continues in all four of the Ukrainian regions partially occupied by Russia
ahead of an imminent Ukrainian counteroffensive.
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