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Putin Calls Up Reservists for Annual
Combat Readiness Training

May 11, 2023

Yuri Smityuk / TASS

Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree Wednesday calling up military reservists for
annual training as legal experts say those who turn up could face pressure to sign contracts to
be sent to fight in Ukraine.

Such trainings are a routine event in which reservists undergo two-month combat readiness
drills in the Armed Forces, National Guard, Federal Security Service (FSB) and state security
agencies.

Experts interviewed by state-run news agency TASS said the called-up reservists would not
be mobilized and sent to Ukraine.

“Citizens called to the training camp will help remove military equipment from long-term
storage, fix, unpack [and] check its readiness for combat operations,” said military analyst
Viktor Litovkin.


http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202305100020?index=0&rangeSize=1
https://tass.ru/armiya-i-opk/17716847

But independent news website Agentstvo cited lawyers who said that the reservists could be
pressured into signing up for contract service and being deployed to the battlefield.

“A person at the Defense Ministry’s disposal for two months can be persuaded, solicited and
tempted to sign a contract,” said lawyer and activist Artyom Faizulin.

Those who refuse to attend the training camp are subject to fines of 3,000 rubles ($40) under
Russian law.

Putin’s decree comes ahead of an expected Ukrainian counteroffensive and amid ongoing
speculation that the Russian authorities could announce a second round of mobilization to
boost Russia’s flagging campaign in Ukraine.

Putin’s decree did not specify the date and number of reservists to be called up.

Last month, Putin signed a law that introduced digital summonses for those eligible for
military service and a package of legal restrictions for those who seek to evade a call-up.
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