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The Cat Cried and Ran By
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Myp3uk: Murzik (popular cat name)

We interrupt our usually scheduled serious topics for a public service column about the care of
and conversation with a Russian-speaking cat. What should you name your kot (tom) or
Korika (dam, molly or queen)? How should you address him or her? And how can you
entertain your muTomers (pet) with feline language lore?

First you need to summon your cat, which in Russian is kc-kc-kc. Kitty-kitty-kitty will not
work. I have been told by authoritative cat owners that the Russian way of calling is superior
as it is designed to get their attention with the sharp “k” sound and seduce them with the soft
“c.” Like all folklore, this might be arrant nonsense or the wisdom of the ages.

Then you need to know how to describe the cat’s response to your call — or the cat’s way of
calling you: msty (meow). The verb for this is, unsurprisingly, msykaTs: Cugen uépHbIM
KOTEHOK-CHPOTa ¥ MSIyKal Haf 6romeurom ¢ MosiokoM (A homeless black Kitten sat in front
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of a saucer of milk and meowed).

If they are very unhappy and aggressive about their unhappiness, they might make other
sounds: muneTs (to hiss) and ¢ripkaTs (to spit, snort). This may be confusing to outsiders
but apparently is easily understood by the cats themselves: CrenaB eIiié HeCKOIbKO IIaros,
KOIIIKY BAPYT OCTAaHOBUJIUCH U CTAJTU 0 YEM-TO MeKAY co00M (hbIpKaTh U MayKaTh (The cats
took another few steps then suddenly stopped and began to hiss and meow about something
among themselves). To avoid the bad sounds, sometimes all you need is some common sense,
like not grabbing a cat that doesn’t know you: OH pBaHyJICSI K KOIIIKe, M KOIIIKa ero
o1laparnana, murnd (He lunged at the cat, and the cat hissed and scratched him).

What you want to hear from a cat is mypnbikaabe (purring): Joma TUX0, CHOKOMHO, KOT
psimom Bansietcsi, MypibiueT (The house is quiet and peaceful; a cat is lying next to me,
purring). People can purr, too, although it might be a ploy: B Bbl MeHs1 uHTpuryete, B cKa3ain
OH MypJIBIKaIIM rojocom (“You intrigue me,” he purred). But when machines purr, that’s
good: dmeKTpHUUecKrM CUETUMK HaJ| IBepbio mypibiKai (The electric meter purred above the
door).

Another word for purring is ypuaTs: EneHa cuziena B Kpeciie, M010/jasi KOIIIKa ypyasa y Heé
Ha KomeHsix (Yelena sat in an armchair with a young cat purring on her lap). And when a cat
sits on your lap and purrs, it often makes biscuits — it kneads your legs or chest. In Russian
this is maTs (to knead), maccupoBaTs (to massage) or TONTaTh JIallKamu (to stomp its paws).
You might ask: IToueMy KOIIIKa MHET JlallaM¥ >KUBOT ueioBeka? (Why does a cat knead a
person’s belly?) It all goes back to their childhood: E1mié koTssTamu, B IIpoIjecce KOpMIEHUST
OHU MSUTH JKUBOT MaMbl, YTOOBI YIYUIITUTh IPUTOK MoJioKa (When they were kittens they’d
knead their mother’s belly while they nursed to improve the flow of milk). So now they do it to
feel good: Ypua u Tonmyack, KOIIKY CTUMY/IUPYIOT BBIPAOOTKY 3HAOP(PUHOB B COOCTBEHHOM
opranusMe (When cats purr and knead, they stimulate their own production of endorphins).

Now that you have a purring, kneading or perhaps occasionally hissing cat to come to you
when called, you need to name it. An important nationwide survey conducted many years ago
when opinion polls were still trustworthy found that the most popular cat name was Mycsi
(Musya). It is supposedly popular because it’s a diminutive of Mapusi which means beloved,
but surely it is because the sibilants, the cooing “y” and triumphant “s1” pops into your head
when you see a kitten.

If your cat is a happy creature, you might name him Myp3ux (or her Mypxka) for their constant
purring. Noble cats might be Bapcux (Barsik, a kind of leopard); JIeo (a lion, of course);
Cumba (Simba, you know if you have kids); Ilepcuxk (Persik “peach” if he is ginger); or
Mapxku3s (Marquis, because he’s noble). If he’s just a sweet guy he can be Ky3st (Kuzya) or
maybe fmika (Yashka). If your kids watch(ed) too many American cartoons, he might be
Tapdung (Garfield) or Tom (Tom).

The most common names for a sweet KoItika are Acs (Asya); Myprka (Murka, purring); Bycs
(Busya the little bead); Mycsi, Macsi, Macsiusi (Musya, Masya, Masyanya — names to be
murmured). If she is a more elegant or pedigreed creature, she might be Mapkuza (Marquess)
or I'padpuns (Countess). If she is white she can be Benka (Whitey).

For all that cats are beloved pets in Russia, they do not fare well in Russian expressions. If you



are a woman, you don’t want to be referred to a jpanas Komika (raggedy cat), which is a thin
— not a desirable quality in Russia until a few decades ago — and unattractive woman. B koro
TBI IIPEBPATU/IACh 3a 3TU rofbl becripecTaHHbIX MbITapcTB! KoItika gpanast (What have all
those years of unceasing drudgery turned you into? Something the cat dragged in).

Someone who dashes around inefficiently is yropenas koiika (a burned cat) in Russian but
often another domestic animal in English: OHu HOCHnNCE 110 TOPOAY KaK yropesnble KOIMIKY 3a
x71e60M ¥ Kpymo¥ Ha 10 Koreek jemieBiie (They raced around the city like chickens with their
heads cut off trying to pay 10 kopeks less for bread and grains). Kot B mer1ike (cat in a bag) is
also another barnyard creature in English: Bosiee TouHbIM Ha3BaHUEM [JISI HUX OBIIO ObI
«KOT B MeIIIKe», ITIOCKOJIbKY IPOJAI0TCS ITAKeThl, COIepP>KMMOe KOTOPBIX HeM3BeCTHO (A
more exact name for them would be “pig in a poke,” since they are selling bags with unknown
contents).

When a cat scratches your soul, it means you are anxious and upset: Cama 0OHa cTapayiach He
I0flaBaTh BU/IA, XOTSI, KOHEUHO >Ke, KOIIIKY CKpeOJIv Ha JyIlle OTTOr0, YTO B TAKOM BasKHBIN
JI7IE Heé eHb OH CHOBA ObLII 3aHAT ueM-To 6otee BasKHBIM (She tried not to show it, but of
course she was torn up inside because on such an important day for her, he was once again
busy doing something more important).

And when a tom cat cries — well, since a cat doesn’t cry, it means nothing or next to nothing:
JeHer y ropoga Kot Hartakai (The city doesn’t have two pennies to rub together).

B TeMHOTe Bce KOIIIKY cepkle (at night all cats are gray) is a way of saying that there is little
difference among people or things, or that if there is a difference, you can’t see it at night. As
someone explains — and complains: ITocoBuIly « HoubI0 BCe KOIIKK CephIe» 00BIUHO
yIoTpeOIsIIOT, KOTJAa XOTST CKa3aTh, YTO B KPU3UCHBIX CUTYALIMSIX TPYIHO pa30bpaThcs,
KTO 1paB, KTo BUHOBAT (The saying “all cats are gray at night” is usually used when people
want to say that in crises it’s hard to determine who is right and who is guilty).

My favorite cat expression is the deceptively simple Komrka nmpo6eskasa (a cat ran by), which
describes that curious situation when nothing really happened, but something has come
between two people. [Ja oHM 1 He CCOPUIUCH B TaK, KoIIIKa rpobeskaia (No, they didn’t have
a fight. It’s just one of those things — they are out of sorts with each other). Sometimes the
cats that run between people are black or gray: PaHbIte oHU Bcerjja ObUIM COI03HMKAMU, a
Temnepb KaKasi-TO YépHas KOIIIKa Ipobeskana meskay HuMu (They used to be on the same
side, but now there’s some kind of bad blood between them).

Although folk wisdom casts cats in a rather bad light, a recent survey of dubious quality
insists: [To cTaTUCTHKe, KOIIIKY CaMble IPHUSITHBIE JOMAaIIHNE }KUBOTHBIE IS MY>KUWH J[0
30 et (According to statistics, cats are the most pleasing pets for men under the age of 30).

Maybe when they hit 30 they get a dog?
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