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Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thursday hailed the loading of fuel into the first reactor
at Turkey's Russia-built Akkuyu nuclear power plant, the Kremlin said.

“This is a flagship project and it brings both mutual economic benefits and, of course, helps to
strengthen the multifaceted partnership between our two states,” Putin said at the virtual
unveiling ceremony alongside his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Russian state nuclear firm Rosatom started building the first of four planned reactors at the
Akkuyu plant on Turkey's southern coast in 2018. When completed, the plant’s four reactors
will operate with a total capacity of 4,800 megawatts.

“Our country has risen to the league of nations with nuclear power, albeit after a 60-year
delay,” Erdogan said in prepared remarks in his first appearance after a two-day absence
prompted by a health scare.

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/71006


The unveiling ceremony was also attended by International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Director General Rafael Grossi, Rosatom Director General Alexei Likhachev and Turkish
Energy and Natural Resources Minister Fatih Donmez.
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The Akkuyu nuclear power plant has been loaded with fuel & inaugurated by Putin
& Erdogan, just in time for the Turkish election.
Russia & Turkey, together forever! (Or at least for the 80 years that Russia will own
& operate the plant.) pic.twitter.com/QNo98rdja7

— Alec Luhn (@ASLuhn) April 27, 2023

In a separate phone conversation Thursday, Putin and Erdogan discussed the Black Sea Grain
Initiative and the situation in Ukraine.

“Of course, in addition to cooperation in the realm of the peaceful atom, we also discussed
other issues in the development of the entire range of Russian-Turkish relations, and in this
regard, a number of fundamentally important joint agreements have been reached,” the
state-run TASS news agency quoted Putin as saying.

Construction of the Akkuyu plant was complicated by sanctions the West imposed on Russia
for its invasion of Ukraine.

"Yes, we have certain logistical problems," Akkuyu plant director Sergei Butskikh told
reporters on the eve of the launch.

"The transportation routes are getting longer. Not all of the shipping companies are able to
work with us. So here yes, we feel the sanctions," he added.

"But this has not affected the quality of the plant's construction."

Erdogan has been one of the few world leaders to maintain good relations with Putin by
refusing to sign up to Western sanctions on Russia and trying to mediate an end to the war.

Putin on Thursday praised Erdogan's leadership ahead of a key election in the NATO country.

"The president personally pays great attention to the expansion of Russian-Turkish
relations," he said at the launch ceremony, adding: "we certainly support this inclination and
are convinced that close cooperation and partnership between Russia and Turkey are mutually
beneficial."

AFP contributed reporting.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2023/04/27/putin-erdogan-unveil-russia-built-nuclear-plant-in-turkey
-a80967

https://t.co/QNo98rdja7
https://twitter.com/ASLuhn/status/1651589293180067840?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://tass.ru/politika/17629761

