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Yrinonwuct: draft dodger

When it comes to anything military, I am an absolute npo¢gar — an imbecile, an ignoramus, a
dunderhead, a know-nothing (and not, as English speakers might think, a person who uses
profanities — though, let’s be honest, I do that, too).

What I mean to say is that I know very little about how any military works and even less about
how the Russian military works. But the new way of calling up people to active duty — more
on that in a minute — made me realize that I don’t really understand the differences between
a IIpU3BIBHUMK and a CPOYHUK Or a 3allacHUK and a pe3epBUcT — especially because the first
two are both translated as recruit and the second two are both translated as reservist. And
then these words are doubly difficult because they sound like this: the first is a guy who
summons you (IIpr3bIBHUK NIpU3bIBaeT); the second is a guy who does things quickly
(cpounuK cpouHoO); the third is not a person but a storehouse (3ammacHuK); and the fourth is
someone who puts something aside (pe3epBucT pe3epBupyeT). And that just can’t be right.
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So I have put myself through a mini crash-course in joining the army and avoiding the armyj,
which might be useful to my fellow npoda#nsi.

It all begins with BonHcKasi 06s13aHHOCTH (ITOBUHHOCTH), Which is obligatory military service
— ob6s13aHHOCTB is more modern and has the sense of a requirement, while TOBUHHOCT®S is an
older term that has the sense of servitude. Lots of countries have it, and some have reinstated
it: Ha dpoHe poccuiickol arpeccuy B YKpavHe JIaTBUsI CHOBA BBOJUT BCEOOIITYI0O BOMHCKYIO
o6s13aHHOCTH (Considering the Russian aggression in Ukraine, Latvia is reinstating obligatory
military service).

Who gets called up? BoenHoo6s13aHHbIe (people who are eligible for military service, who can
be conscripted). In Russia this is pretty much every man from age 18 to 65 — to be more exact,
it’s men from 18 to 26 who have not yet served, men up to the age of 65 who have served and
are now in the reserves, and women until age 45 who served and are in the reserves.

Then there are two call-ups: BeceHbIl 1 oceHbIM Ipu3bIB (spring and fall call-up). Men who
are eligible get moBecTKa (draft notice). It used to appear in their mailbox, but the Russian
military decided to go digital: [ToBecTKa 6yieT CYUUTATHCS IOTYUEHHOM IOCIIE eé
pa3MelneHus B TUUHOM KabuHeTe Ha ['ocycnyrax (The call-up notice will be considered
received once it is placed in the person’s personal account on the State Services website) — so
it is considered received whether the person sees it or not. Much discontent in the population.
Clarification quickly followed: it would be mailed, too.

The guy who gets the noBecTKa is npu3sbsiBHUK (draftee). If he doesn’t want to serve, he can
leave town, region or country so as not to get it or pretend he never saw it or see it and try to
disappear. All of this avoidance is what English speakers (Americans mostly) call draft
dodging. In Russian there are two verbs, one standard and the other very slangy: yknousiTscst
(to avoid/dodge, standard) and kocuTs oT apmuu (to dodge, very slangy). Draft dodgers are
chased down: 3ajaua KOMUCCAPOB — JIOBUTH KKOCSIIINUX>» OT apMuU pu3bIBHUKOB (The job
of the commissars is to catch draft dodgers).

A common word for the guy on the run is yknonuct. Attitudes toward draft dodgers seem
confused: OTIaBaTh CBOUX ZleTel B apMUIO DOCCHUsIHE He CIIeIlaT, 0JHAaK0 66% yBepeHHI,
YTO YKIIOHUCT He MO>KeT ObITh maTproTom (Russians are in no hurry to hand their sons over
to the army, but 66% are convinced that a draft dodger is not and cannot be a patriot).

If the young man does not try to escape military service, Ipu3bIBHUK JOJI>KeH IMOSIBUTHCS B
BOEHKOMaAT (BOeHHBIM Komuccapuat) (the draftee must appear at the induction center).

After much questioning of people who have gone through this, I have learned that
NIPU3BIBHUK is a Ipu3bIBHUK from the moment of eligibility until the moment he is in the
training camp and takes the oath. After that he becomes cpounuxk (conscript) aka
HoBoOpaHer (recruit, conscript). B POCCMICKOM apMHM CPOUHHMKAMHU Ha3bIBAIOT
BOEHHOCJTY>KAIIIMX, KOTOPbIe ITPOXOSIT BOMHCKYIO CITY>KOY 110 nmpu3biBy (In the Russian army
servicemen who have been drafted are called recruits/conscripts).

The other kind of serviceman or servicewoman is KOHTpaKTHUK (contract or professional
soldier).



I was also very puzzled by the difference between 3amac and pezeps since they both mean
reserves. If I've got this right: after a cpounuk serves his term (one year) he is B 3anace (in the
general pool of people who can be called into duty). Actually, the list of people called
3amacHUKU (reservists of the general sort) is long and includes 3aBepmuBIIre obyueHue Ha
BOeHHBIX Kadenpax (people who graduated from military departments); ocBoO60>KIeHHbIE OT
NIpX3bIBa WM NOJIYYUBIIIME OTCPOUKY [0 27 1ieT (people who were exempt from call-up or
who had a deferment until the age of 27); >keHIIHBI, UMeOIIVIEe BOEHHYIO CIIeIJUalbHOCTh
(women who have a military profession). So basically, these are veterans or people eligible for
service who can all be called up back into service.

But pe3epBbl and pe3epBucTEI are something else. PezepBucTbl — 3T0 04U, ITpeObIBAOIIE
B 3ar1ace M 3aK/TIOYMBIIE KOHTPAKT ¢ MuHUCTepCTBOM 000poHbI (Reservists are people
who have been in the general pool and signed a contract with the Ministry of Defense.) Ouu
MOTYT paboTaTh Ha JTI0060¥ paboTe, peryasipHO IIPOXOAST BOEHHbIe COOPBI 1 ITOTYYAIOT
exxeMecsguHble BeIIUIaTHI (They can work anywhere, but regularly undergo reservist training
and receive monthly salaries).

And that’s what I’ve been able to figure out so I can read news that I wish I never had to read.
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