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A Moscow-backed official announced Monday that he had visited the frontline city of
Bakhmut in Ukraine, suggesting that Russia's forces have made significant gains there.

The battle for Bakhmut is the longest and bloodiest of Russia's offensive, and the city has
taken on huge symbolic importance even though analysts say it has little strategic value.

Denis Pushilin, the Russia-installed head of the eastern Ukrainian Donetsk region, posted a
video of himself on Telegram in the heavily destroyed city.

"Here is our Artyomovsk," Pushilin said, using the Soviet-era name for Bakhmut. 

"It is being liberated by Wagnerites," he added, in reference to the Wagner mercenary group
spearheading Russia's battle in the city.
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Destroyed buildings and ruins could be seen in the background behind Pushilin, who wore a
camouflage helmet.

He appeared to be standing in the central Svoboda square of the city.

The sound of artillery could be heard in the video.

The head of Wagner, Yevgeny Prigozhin, last week claimed the group had "in a legal sense"
captured Bakhmut because he said it had taken control of city hall.

The Russian army reported no such gains, and Ukraine has said it is continuing to defend the
city.

In a sign that Wagner has made significant gains, several Russian war correspondents have in
recent days published videos from Bakhmut.

One of those was Semyon Pegov, who published images of himself riding on a motorbike
accompanied by Wagner fighters through the ruins of the city.
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