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A part of Valdai National Park in northwestern Russia has been closed to visitors since an
investigation revealed that President Vladimir Putin and his alleged mistress own property in
the area, the independent Meduza news website reported Friday. 

Authorities announced that the specially protected zone of the national park had been
expanded due to the “worsening ecological condition of Valdai Lake” on March 3, just three
days after independent media outlet Proekt’s viral investigation was released. 

The protected zone expansion, which makes the area de facto banned to all visitors, includes
the part of Valdai Lake that hosts luxury property allegedly owned by Putin and former
Olympic rhythmic gymnast Alina Kabaeva.

Kabaeva, 39, is believed to have been in a relationship with the Russian president since the
early 2000s and to have had several children with him. 

https://meduza.io/feature/2023/03/17/chast-berega-valdaya-i-dazhe-samogo-ozera-polnostyu-zakryli-dlya-rossiyan-iz-za-uhudsheniya-ekologicheskogo-sostoyaniya-tam-nahodyatsya-doma-putina-i-aliny-kabaevoy
https://valdaypark.ru/2023/03/03/%d0%b2%d0%bd%d0%b8%d0%bc%d0%b0%d0%bd%d0%b8%d0%b5-%d0%b2%d0%b0%d0%b6%d0%bd%d0%b0%d1%8f-%d0%b8%d0%bd%d1%84%d0%be%d1%80%d0%bc%d0%b0%d1%86%d0%b8%d1%8f-2/
https://www.proekt.media/en/guide-en/alina-kabaeva-putin-eng/


The Kremlin has long denied any relationship between Putin and Kabaeva, while news articles
on their rumored engagement have been quickly punished by Russian censors.

Violation of the protected zone is punishable by a fine of up to 4,000 rubles ($52) for
individuals or, in case of “severe damage” to the territory, up to 200,000 rubles ($2,607) or
two years of community service. 

The decision to shut down the lake area was widely condemned by local residents, who also
believe its primary aim is to protect Putin’s mansions and not the park’s unique ecosystem,
according to social media posts cited by Meduza. 

“The national park worried neither locals nor visitors for a long time. It is clear that all
changes are because of the residence,” user vik wrote on an online forum for residents of the
town of Valdai. 
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