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New legislation preventing the general public from accessing entries to Russia’s real estate
register came into force on Wednesday, independent Russian-language news website Meduza
reported.

The move, which restricts information on the register to “competent state agencies” is
expected to act as a massive hindrance to Russian investigative journalists, who have used the
register on multiple occasions as a basis for unraveling the complex ownership structures and
holding companies used by Russia's elites to hide their wealth. 

Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) initially proposed limiting access to the data on the
real estate register in 2015, only to have anti-corruption campaigner Alexei Navalny challenge
the legality of the action in the courts.

Two years later, the country’s Supreme Court ruled that the registry ​​was fully within its rights
to restrict access to property ownership data.

https://sozd.duma.gov.ru/bill/101234-8
https://meduza.io/news/2023/03/01/v-rossii-po-novomu-zakonu-o-personalnyh-dannyh-zasekretili-svedeniya-o-sobstvennikah-nedvizhimosti-eti-dannye-ispolzovali-v-zhurnalistskih-rassledovaniyah
http://rbc.ru/economics/06/10/2015/5612984c9a7947855de1caee
https://www.rbc.ru/rbcfreenews/59e811029a79477b31507897


An investigation by Navalny into the ownership of a vast Black Sea palace in early 2021
concluded that the property was indirectly owned by President Vladimir Putin and helped fuel
nationwide anti-corruption protests.

Navalny’s team later said it had used data from the real estate register in the investigation,
which has now been viewed over 126 million times on YouTube.
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