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A former Russian police general who had been in charge of cracking down on protesters has
been found dead in an apparent suicide following his dismissal by President Vladimir Putin,
state media reported.

Major General Vladimir Makarov, 72, had helped oversee Russia's crackdown on opposition
activists in his role as deputy chief of the Russian police's anti-extremism unit.

Putin dismissed Makarov, who was described as “once the main organizer of the ‘hunt’ for
opposition activists and inconvenient journalists,” in late January.

Police found Makarov’s body at his suburban home northwest of Moscow on Monday, the
state-run TASS news agency reported Monday evening, citing unnamed law enforcement
sources.

Police ruled Makarov’s death to be a suicide.

https://tass.ru/proisshestviya/17037895
https://t.me/vchkogpu/36594


The Baza Telegram channel, which is believed to have links to Russian security services, cited
anonymous sources as saying that Makarov had allegedly shot himself with a gas-operated
hunting rifle at his home in the presence of his wife. They suggested the career Interior
Ministry officer fell into a depressive episode after his dismissal.

Makarov is the latest high-ranking Russian security figure to have died by apparent suicide in
recent months.

Last summer, reports emerged that retired Federal Security Service (FSB) Major General
Yevgeny Lobachev and Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) Major General Lev Sotskov were
separately found dead in what were reported to be suicides.
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