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Speaking during a ceremony in Volgograd on Thursday to commemorate the 80th anniversary
of the Battle of Stalingrad, Russian President Vladimir Putin said that it was "unbelievable,
but true" that his country once again found itself being threatened by German tanks "with
crosses on them." 

“Those who expect to win on the battlefield apparently do not understand that a modern war
with Russia will be utterly different for them. We are not the ones sending our tanks to their
borders,” Putin said, referring to the military aid promised to Ukraine by its European and
American allies.

“But we have a way to respond, and it will not just end with the use of armored vehicles.
Everyone should understand this,” Putin added, in an apparent allusion to Russia's enormous
nuclear weapons arsenal. 

Putin had earlier laid flowers at the eternal flame on Mamayev Kurgan, a hillside where much



of the fighting took place that now hosts the "Battle of Stalingrad" museum complex and the
city's famous statue "The Motherland Calls."

Related article: In Photos: Russia Marks 80th Anniversary of Stalingrad Victory

On Wednesday, a new monument to Soviet leader Josef Stalin was also unveiled in the city —
the second such contemporary monument in Volgograd dedicated to the Soviet dictator.

Ahead of Putin's arrival in Volgograd — which was known as Stalingrad between 1925 and
1961 — local authorities carried out last-minute repairs to the city's Astrakhan bridge and
hurriedly covered up poorly-maintained buildings in the city center with giant awnings. Stray
animals were also reportedly removed from the streets and local residents experienced
interruptions to mobile phone services, according to local media outlet V1.Ru.

Volgograd region Governor Andrei Bocharov was reportedly quarantined ahead of his meeting
with Putin, according to local media V1.Ru, and hadn't been seen in public for a week.

Stalingrad was the most important single battle of World War II and lasted from August 1942
to February 1943, claiming an estimated 2 million lives. The battle ended with the surrender of
Hitler's 6th Army, the first capitulation of German forces in the conflict, which ultimately led
to the allied victory over Nazi Germany two years later. 

The city's name was changed to Volgograd in 1961 as part of the de-Stalinization process,
though in recent years the city has reverted to the name Stalingrad on major holidays and
anniversaries.
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