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Putin Forms Mobilization Task Force
Featuring Military Bloggers

December 21, 2022

Putin visiting a military training area in the Ryazan region. kremlin.ru

President Vladimir Putin established a task force Tuesday to coordinate work between the
government and pro-war military bloggers on Russia’s chaotic mobilization campaign.

The move fueled questions over possible plans to launch a second round of mobilization,
despite Putin declaring its end in late October, as Moscow faces mounting losses in Ukraine.
The Kremlin has denied that a second wave is being considered.

Related article: Putin Declares Mobilization Over But Says ‘Unsure’ of Legalities

Under the task force, federal authorities and public associations will “interact on issues of
preparation, mobilization, military registration and social and legal protection” of mobilized
Russian soldiers and their families, Putin's decree reads.

Among the task force’s responsibilities are issuing recommendations on improving the
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military’s mobilization capacities, provisions and legal regulations; arranging
accommodations for draftees; analysis of patriotic education aimed at young Russians; and
public outreach.

The 31-member task force will be chaired by Andrei Turchak, the deputy chairman of Russia’s
upper-house Federation Council.

Its members include state television war correspondents and pro-war bloggers who have
gained a wide following since Russian troops invaded Ukraine in February.

Related article: Explainer: Who Are Russia’s Pro-War Bloggers And Why Are They Important?

The group will report to Putin every month and offer its recommendations to lawmakers,
executive authorities and relevant organizations.

Russia’s Defense Ministry is ordered to provide “organizational and technical support” to the
task force.

Russia’s “partial” mobilization, which called up 300,000 reservists, ignited a mass exodus of
fighting-age Russian men and widespread reports of conscripts lacking adequate training and
supplies.
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