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Moscow on Thursday slammed Poland’s designation of Russia as a “state sponsor of
terrorism,” calling it part of a targeted Western campaign that has no legal bearing.

The Polish lower house of parliament, the Sejm, issued the designation in a late Wednesday
resolution. It condemns Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and includes a disputed amendment
blaming Moscow for the downings of Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17 in 2014 and a plane
carrying Poland’s then-president in 2010.

“The forms of terror that Russia uses against Ukrainian citizens are crimes against humanity
and genocide,” the text reads, as quoted by Ukraine’s Ukrinform news agency.

The Kremlin dismissed the Sejm’s resolution as “continuing anti-Russian derangement.”

“That’s how we’re treating it,” President Vladimir Putin’s spokesperson Dmitry Peskov told
reporters during a daily briefing.
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Russia’s Foreign Ministry had stronger words for Warsaw’s move, which came nearly a
month after the European Parliament adopted its own resolution recognizing Russia as a
“state sponsor of terrorism.”

Related article: Poland, Baltics Enact EU Visa Ban for Russians

“This unfriendly step is part of a targeted information and political campaign the West
conducts against our country,” Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova said
Thursday.

Speaking at a weekly briefing, she said the designation “has nothing to do with the real
situation in the fight against international terrorism.”

Ukraine has made repeated calls to the international community to declare Russia a “terrorist
state” over its invasion of the pro-Western country.

The United States has so far steered clear of placing Russia on its list of state supporters of
terrorism. 

The U.S., unlike the EU, has a legal framework to issue such designations, which trigger
sanctions and lift U.S. immunity for Russian officials.
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