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Dead seals are seen on a beach in the Kirovsky district of Makhachkala, Dagestan. Musa Salgereyev /
TASS

At least 2,500 dead Caspian seals have been found on the shores of Russia’s Caspian Sea coast,
local authorities said Sunday.

Photos published online showed the mammals' carcasses scattered across the beach.

The Russian republic of Dagestan’s natural resources ministry said the endangered seals had
likely died of “natural causes,” adding that laboratory tests will further shed light on the
mysterious deaths.

Zaur Gapizov, head of the Caspian Environmental Protection Center, said the seals may have
died weeks ago and their overall number is likely higher.

“No signs of violent deaths or fishing nets were found,” the state-run RIA Novosti news
agency quoted Gapizov as saying. 

https://t.me/mprdag2020/772
https://t.me/mprdag2020/772
https://ria.ru/20221204/tyuleni-1836216656.html


Samples from the seals’ internal organs did not show signs of pollutants, the Dagestan
natural resources ministry said in a statement on the Telegram messaging app.

The Kommersant business daily cited a North Caucasus fisheries official as saying that the
seals may have been killed by prolonged storms, while the Fontanka.ru news website reported
that the mass deaths could have been caused by a natural gas leak from the resource-rich sea.

Related article: Some 170 Endangered Seals Found Dead on Russia's Caspian Coast

Many of the dead Caspian seals were discovered between the mouths of two rivers and one
canal in the southern Russian republic.

The unexplained incident is believed to be the largest mass death of Caspian seals in recent
years following the discovery of some 300 carcasses at various points in 2020-21.

After one of the discoveries last year, Russia’s fisheries agency reported that most Caspian
seals had died from the “natural cause” of suffocation from the seafloor.

The latest die-off comes a month after fish inspection authorities in Kazakhstan, which also
has a long Caspian coastline, discovered 141 dead Caspian seals on its shores.

Caspian seals, the only mammals found in the Caspian Sea, have been listed as endangered by
the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) since 2008. 

The Caspian seal population has dropped by 90% over the past century due to illegal hunting
and climate change-driven declines in water levels, according to the UN.

Dagestan’s natural resources ministry estimates the population of Caspian seals at up to
300,000. 

The Caspian Environmental Protection Center meanwhile places the total population of
Caspian seals at fewer than 70,000.

Gapizov told RIA Novosti his center will seek state funding to count the Caspian seal
population.
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