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Russia’s state-funded broadcaster RT said in a statement Tuesday that it was launching a
local language version in the Balkans nation of Serbia.

The broadcaster, which was suspended in the European Union earlier this year following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, said its new branch will cover “the most pressing regional and
world events from an alternative point of view.”

As Russia has been increasingly isolated from the West over its invasion of Ukraine, Moscow
has sought closer ties with traditional allies like Serbia, a fellow Orthodox Christian nation. 

A news website called RT Balkan is already operating and RT plans to begin local language TV
broadcasts no later than 2024, according to the statement. 

RT chief editor Margarita Simonyan tweeted that: "We have launched RT in the Balkans.
Because Kosovo is Serbia."

https://russian.rt.com/press_releases/article/1074050-rt-balkan-zapusk
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/09/06/from-yandex-to-rt-russia-expands-presence-in-serbia-amid-ukraine-war-a78638


The outlet will be headed by Jelena Milincic, daughter of Ljubica Milincic, the editor of
Russian state-funded news agency Sputnik, who described herself as “pro-Russian and pro-
Putin oriented” in an interview earlier this year. 

Jelena Milincic previously worked for RT Spanish in Moscow and has also hosted a show called
“Propaganda” on Russia’s state-controlled NTV television channel.

The EU suspended the distribution of Russian Today English, Russia Today UK, Russia Today
Germany, Russia Today France, Russia Today Spanish and Sputnik in March following the
Russian attack on Ukraine.
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