The New Russian Revolutionary
Language

Former President Dmitry Medvedev is the new king of insults.
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This text includes extremely crude language.
IIpunnnansl: hangers-on

This year, 2022, must be the most bizarre year in the Russian language since the reforms of
the 1917 Revolution. A century ago during the Bolshevik reforms, four letters were eliminated
from the alphabet, some words and common phrases were frowned upon — essentially
eliminated — like rocriomus (mister, sir), and a HoBosi3 (NewSpeak) was coined to meet the
needs of the new regime.

In this revolution, two letters have been added to the alphabet, a euphemistic HOBbII1 HOBOSI3
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(new NewSpeak) has been introduced in governmental statements and the press, while at the
same time other state and public discourse is now a rather shocking free-for-all of gutter
language, threats, and insults.

Crazily, the letters added to the alphabet — temporarily, one hopes — are the Latin alphabet
letters Vand Z, that is, letters used in the languages of the nations Russia is at war with, at
least in official and unofficial rhetoric. Even more crazily, they are used in the most sacred
Russian words and expressions, like Za mup (for peace) and Vesknussle nmtogu (polite people,
i.e. what Russians called the Russian military that annexed Crimea). Or sometimes the Z,
which doesn’t really mean anything or stand for a word, is just plastered on buildings, cars,
and tanks or formed by schoolchildren or soldiers in fields.

Using a meaningless foreign letter of your enemies as the symbol of your war against them?
Weird, right?

And then, on the one hand, the government has learned to speak in a HoBos13 that reduces
dangers and bad news to the level of minor inconveniences. An explosion that destroyed a
power station is called, in official news broadcasts, x;1onoxk (a pop). A battlefield retreat after
being routed by the defending army in Ukraine is >kecT mobpoit Bonu (a gesture of good will).
When the Russian president, famous for keeping dignitaries and presidents waiting for hours,
is televised being kept waiting in a bit of diplomatic tit-for-tat, it is called npe3ugenT
npuién nopauskliie (the president arrived early). The result of all this euphemistic rosiness is
a world where there is no war (just a crierioniepairisi — special operation), no death and
destruction, no humiliation. Bcé unéT no many! (Everything is going according to plan!) Bcé
xoporo! (Everything is fine) Za mo6esy! (To our Victory!)

But while one part of the government is speaking like over-medicated finishing school
graduates, the other half is using outrageously foul, wildly inappropriate, borderline obscene
language in public statements, conventional and social media. One “journalist” states on
Russian television that the Russian army should simply Tonuts meTett (drown the children)
in Ukraine. When a guest on a talk show says Russia shouldn’t stop in Ukraine, the host says
cheerfully: O6s13aTenbHO 6axHeM U He pa3, BeCb MUP B TPYXy... HO moToM (We will give it to
them for sure, and not just once — we’ll turn the whole world to dust... but not right now).

I’'m old enough to remember when none of these words was ever allowed on Russian
television.

Actually, I’'m now so old — or have apparently lived such a sheltered life — that I have to look
up half the words being used by high Russian officials and television personalities.

Weirdly — again — one of the most prolific Russian sh*tposters on Twitter and Telegram is
the former Russian president, Dmitry Medvedev.

Dmitry Medvedev’s social media posts are a dictionary of insults. In his view, most of the
world is evil, but of course the worst of the very worst are Ukraine and Volodymyr Zelensky,
America and Joe Biden, Europe in general and Poland and the U.K. in particular. Well, Finland,
Sweden and the Baltic states may be as bad, too.

Medvedev has reduced each of his enemies to a demeaning caricature. America, for example,



is [TunpocTaH (a mix of a derogatory word for Americans, nuazoc, and an ethnic slur about
Central Asian countries). The country is led by ripecTapesnbie pyKOBOgUTENN
BaIlIMHI'TOHCKOT0 06KoMa (the ancient heads of the Washington regional party committee)
headed by cTapsit mypens (an old dolt). The old dolt is all about the money: Cettuac Ha
VKpauHe 3apabaTrsiBaeT drpma Joseph Robinette Biden & Sons (The company of Joseph
Robinette Biden & Sons is currently making money in Ukraine). However, sometimes Biden is
overcome by a strange passion: amepuKaHIIbI N30paIy CBOMM IIPe3UJeHTOM CTPAaHHOTO
IOeAyIIKY C JeMeHIel, KOTOPbIK, 3a0bIB ITPO CBOM 00513aHHOCTH, JIIOOUT APYTYIO CTPAHY
Kyza 6ornbire cBoet (Americans elected president a strange old guy with dementia who has
forgotten all about his duties and loves another country much more than his own).

But to be honest, in Medvedev’s view it doesn’t matter that the president is a senile old goat;
Americans are just bad: AMepHKaHITbI BeJlb 3aKOpeHeJIble 3aTOMCThI ¥ Pab0Tal0T TOIBKO Ha
cebs1 (Americans are hard-core egoists and they only work for themselves).

In Medvedev’s mind, if Biden is senile and/or demented, Zelensky is an insane, drug-addicted
Nazi. And like Vladimir Putin, who usually does not utter the name of his chief opponent (and
threat), Alexei Navalny, Medvedev rarely uses the name of the Ukrainian president. He is
HeKTo 3eneHcKUM (some guy named Zelensky). The former Russian president describes him
as IMTaBHBIN YKPaWHCKUM KITOVH (the Ukrainian clown-in-chief) and one of the kueBckue
oTMopo3KH (Kyivan thugs). But Medvedev mostly expands on his invented story about drug
use. Zelensky has nocTpamaBmniui oT NCUXOTPOIHBIX BellecTB Mo3T (a brain suffering from
psychotropic drugs). He suggests: 3ToMy UAUOTY Be>K/IMBbIe IICUXUATPHI JOJDKHBI CLleNIaTh
NIpeBEHTUBHYIO TpellaHanuio yepemna (Some polite [i.e. Russian military] psychiatrists ought
to do a preventative trepanning of the skull of that idiot).

When Medvedev isn’t calling for a hole to be cut in Zelensky’s skull, he calls him a crime boss:
KueBCKasti KaMapWIbsi POAWIIA ITPOEKT «rapaHTUM 6€301TaCHOCTH», KOTOPBIE 110 CYTH
SIBJISIFOTCSI IIPOJIOTOM K TpeTel MupoBol BoriHe (The Kyivan camarilla [a group of nefarious
advisors] came out with a project called “security guarantees” that is essentially a prologue to
World War Three).

The Europeans? Medvedev’s thumbnail descriptor is stupid; he calls them ropogckue
cyMacIefive, Ha3BaBuue ceobsi pykoBopcTBoMm EC (the local nut cases who call themselves
the leaders of the European Union). How stupid are they? Very. It’s so easy to deceive them:
EBpOIEeNCKUX AYPauyKOB [IUHUYHO Pa3BeI aMePUKAHIIbI, 3aCTaBUB IIPUHSATH Ha cedst
Haubosee 601e3HEHHBIE MTOCTIEICTBUS CAaHKIMOHHOTrO yaapa (The Americans cynically took
the European dummies for a ride, making them bear the most painful consequences of the hit
from the sanctions).

Right now all they do is freeze in their heat-less houses, cancel Russian culture and say nasty
things about their neighbor to the East: Bcst HbIHeIITHSISI TOIMTHUKA €BpOIIelileB Ha
POCCUMCKOM HaIlpaBJIeHUU — OTBPATUTEIbHBIN KOKTEMIb 13 BLICOKOMEPHOT'0 XaMCTBa,
MOJIPOCTKOBOM MHMAHTUIBHOCTU U MPUMUTUBHOM yriocTu (The entire policy of
Europeans towards Russia today is a disgusting cocktail of snooty rudeness, adolescent
infantilism and primitive stupidity).

And that’s the relatively respectable commentary. I found a list with more of Medvedev’s



insults. Russia’s enemies are the npunumnansi (hangers on); mpuxiiebarenu (toadies);
TpyciauBble npepaTenu (cowardly traitors) and anuyHbie nepebeskumky (greedy defectors) in
the West.

But in a recent incendiary Telegram post he whacked the insult ball out of the park —
actually, out of this world.

He asked, KTo BoroeT mpoTuB Hac? (Who is fighting against us?) And he answered his own
question:

[IpoTUB Hac cerofHs YacThb ymuparoiiero mupa. (Part of the dying world is against us today).
ITO KyuKa 0€3yMHBIX HAl[ICTOB-HAaPKOMAHOB, OYPMAaHEHHbIN U 3alyTaHHBIA UMM HAPO[]
1 607IBITIas CTast AKX cobak u3 3amagHou rmcapHu (This is a band of crazy Nazi drug
addicts, their stupefied and terrified subjects and a huge pack of barking dogs from the
Western kennel).

C HUMU pa3HOMACTHasi CBOpa XPIOKAOUINX ITOACBUHKOB U HeJJaEKUX 00bIBaTeel 13
pacCITaBIIENCS 3aMTafHOYV MMITIEPUY CO CTEKAOIIEH I10 MOI00POAKY OT BBIPOSKIEHUS CITIOHOM
(With them is a motley mass of oinking piglets and dumb*ss, degenerate nobodies from the
disintegrating Western empire, drooling spit down their chins).

YV HUX HEeT Bepbl U UeasioB, KpOMe BbIIYMaHHbIX UMM >Ke M0Xa0HbIX IPUBBIYEK U
HaCa’KJaeMbIX UMM CTaH/IaPTOB ABOEMBbICIIVSI, OTPUIIAIOIINX JAPOBAaHHYI0 HOpMaJIbHbIM
nopsam Mmopaib (They have no faith or ideals other than their own invented lewd habits and
the standards of double-think they have implanted in their brains that negate the morality
given to normal people.)

After reading these posts, you begin to wonder who he is talking about, don’t you?
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