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Uzbek officials have been using meetings with the European Union to lobby for the lifting of
sanctions on Russian-Uzbek billionaire Alisher Usmanov and his sister Gulbakhor Ismailova,
the Financial Times reported Wednesday, citing sources familiar with the talks. 

The Central Asian country has also signaled readiness to assist the tycoon in his legal action
against the bloc should Brussels reject Tashkent’s overtures to lift the restrictions.

Both Usmanov and Ismailova were sanctioned by the EU soon after the Russian invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022. Usmanov’s name was included due to his alleged close ties with
Russian President Vladimir Putin, leading to a travel ban and the freezing of his EU-based
assets.

In September, German authorities raided several properties linked to the oligarch, including a
villa on Tegernsee in Bavaria. 

https://www.ft.com/content/6a42b111-a166-4a96-9ce6-d3d5b6a67d0c


Related article: German Authorities Seize $5M Art Collection From Oligarch's Superyacht

German media reported this week that police confiscated 30 paintings owned by Usmanov.
The art had previously been on display on his $600-million superyacht, Dilbar, which was
seized by the German authorities earlier this year. 

Investigators also raided UBS bank branches in Frankfurt and Munich on Monday in search of
evidence in a money-laundering case against Usmanov. The oligarch's representatives have
denied all allegations.

Usmanov’s sister Ismailova was sanctioned by the EU as Dilbar’s legal owner, as well as the
legal owner of various other properties linked to the oligarch.

Uzbekistan’s Foreign Ministry declined to comment on the FT's story.

A spokesperson for Usmanov likewise declined to comment, but noted that the EU sanctions
on the oligarch and his sister were "hampering investment and charity projects."
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