
North Korea Dismisses as 'Groundless'
U.S. Claims of Arms Supplies to Russia:
State Media
By AFP

November 07, 2022

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un inspects a missile test at an undisclosed location in North Korea, as
taken sometime between Sept. 25 and Oct. 9. TASS

North Korea said Tuesday that claims by the United States that Pyongyang is supplying
artillery ammunition to Moscow for its war in Ukraine were groundless, state media KCNA
reported. 

The rebuke comes amid heightened tensions on the Korean peninsula after a spate of North
Korean weapons tests last week — including an intercontinental ballistic missile — as the
United States and South Korea conducted their biggest-ever air force exercise.

The United States and South Korea have warned that the North's repeated recent missile
launches could culminate in a nuclear test.
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Tuesday's statement refuted allegations last week by White House national security
spokesman John Kirby, who said the artillery from North Korea to Russia was coming under
cover of shipments to the Middle East or Africa. 

"Recently, the U.S. is persistently spreading a groundless 'rumor of arms dealings' between
the DPRK and Russia," North Korea's vice director of military foreign affairs of the Ministry of
National Defense said in a statement, according to KCNA

The statement said North Korea sees the "rumor" as part of the United States' "hostile
attempt to tarnish the image of the DPRK in the international arena," using an acronym for
North Korea's official name.

"We once again make clear that we have never had 'arms dealings' with Russia and that we
have no plan to do so in the future," the statement added.

Kirby had said U.S. officials did not know whether Russia has actually received the
ammunition, but were trying to monitor the shipments.

U.S. information indicates that North Korea "is covertly supplying Russia's war in Ukraine
with a significant number of artillery shells, while obfuscating the real destination of the
arms shipments by trying to make it appear as though they are being sent to countries in the
Middle East or North Africa," Kirby told reporters on Wednesday. 

He said the United States believes the "significant" number of shells sent are enough to help
Russia prolong the war — which started with Moscow's invasion of its former Soviet neighbor
in February — but not enough to give it an advantage over Ukrainian forces, which are being
supplied by the United States and NATO allies. 

Sign of Russia's 'shortages'

In September Pyongyang denied a White House claim that it was planning to provide
ammunition to help the Russian military replenish its stockpiles, which have been severely
depleted by the now eight-month-old war.

Kirby said the shipments were "a sign of Russia's own defence article shortages and needs" as
they face international sanctions limiting their re-stocking abilities, which he said is also the
reason for Iran sending drone supplies. 

Kirby would not say how or by what routes the North Korean ammunition is traveling.

He said the U.S. would consult allies and partners, especially at the United Nations, on what
measures might be taken.

North Korea's latest admonition against the United States came only a day after its previous
repudiation, with Pyongyang on Monday vowing a "resolute and overwhelming" military
response to last week's U.S.-South Korean war drills. 

North Korea's military confirmed that its latest ballistic missile tests were a reply to
Washington and Seoul's so-called Vigilant Storm operation. 
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