The

30 YEARS

%¢!_Moscow Times

INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Nord Stream Probe 'Tailored’' Against
Russia — Kremlin
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October 18, 2022

Newspaper Expressen

The Kremlin said Tuesday that the investigation into the explosions that tore through the
Nord Stream gas pipelines was being '""tailored" to place the blame on Russia.

Explosions in early September sent natural gas bubbling up from the pipelines on the floor of
the Baltic Sea to the surface in a major environmental disaster that further ratcheted up
geopolitical tensions over energy supplies.

"From statements we hear from Germany, France and Denmark, this investigation is being a
priori tailored to place blame on Russia. This is absurd," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said.

Moscow has accused Western countries of being behind the explosions of the pipelines, built
to carry Russian gas to Germany, while Ukraine has said Russia was responsible.
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Forsta bilderna fran sprangda Nord Stream i Ostersjon — se unika filmerna - 50
meter ror saknas

Expressens Erik Wiman och Mattias Carlsson rapporterar fran
Ostersjon:https://t.co/dCtdzRigK2

— Expressen (@Expressen) October 18, 2022

"Russia would not blow up its own pipeline," Peskov said.

"We can only express regret that this entire investigation is taking place in a very, very closed
setting ... without the participation of the Russian side, which is a co-owner of this pipeline,"
he added.

Moscow earlier expressed "bewilderment" over its exclusion from an investigation into the
incident and opened its own probe.

"We do not have the opportunity to conduct our own investigation on the spot," Peskov said
Tuesday, but investigators from Russia's secret services "are doing their job."

Denmark said last week its investigation, which it is carrying out with Sweden and Germany,
was ''progressing well."

Swedish authorities had earlier said an inspection of the site of the explosions strengthened
suspicions of sabotage.

At least 50 meters of the Nord Stream 1 pipeline has been destroyed or buried under the
seafloor, images from Swedish newspaper Expressen showed Tuesday.

The pipelines have been at the center of geopolitical tensions as Russia cut gas supplies to
Europe in suspected retaliation against Western sanctions over Moscow's invasion of Ukraine.

Although the pipelines were not in operation at the moment of the explosion, they were still
filled with natural gas, or methane, which is a powerful greenhouse gas.
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