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Outrage as Russian Military Recruiters
Resort to Rounding Up Conscripts

October 14, 2022

Mobilization in St. Petersburg. Valentin Yegorshin / TASS

Russian military recruiters appear to be employing new and increasingly desperate methods
to round up men for the Kremlin’s "partial" mobilization drive.

Military and law enforcement officials in Moscow and St. Petersburg on Friday were seen
inspecting the identity papers of passers-by around the entrance to metro stations and
handing out draft notices to eligible men in the hallways of apartment buildings, according to
local media and eyewitness accounts.

In St. Petersburg officials holding stacks of draft papers were apprehending people inside an
apartment complex in the city’s northern Kalininsky district from 7:30 a.m., according to a
video posted by one resident.

The reports were later confirmed by local authorities who said that both the police and
Defense Ministry employees were being dispatched in teams created to "inform citizens about
the need to report" to enlistment offices, according to information obtained by RBC Daily.
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Related article: Russia’s Military Mobilization Targets the Homeless, Poor — Reports

"Given that...[some] residents of the Kalininsky district who received the call-up papers in
person didn’t come to the draft office...they were issued the papers again," a representative of
the St. Petersburg city administration was quoted as saying by RBC Daily.

But higher-ranking Russian officials were quick to denounce the use of such methods to
bolster the number of recruits to the Russian military.

Kirill Kabanov, a member of Russia’s Presidential Human Rights Council, said he had received
a complaint about the "illegal" actions of the authorities in Moscow and called on the head of
the council to file a complaint to the Russian prosecutor's office.

"These actions do more harm than Ukrainian propaganda...it is hard to even imagine the
moral and socio-political consequences of such actions,'" Kabanov wrote on Telegram.

Kabanov’s concerns were also echoed by Andrey Klishas, a member of Russia's Federation
Council, who said that such actions and those who ordered them should be subject to "legal
assessment."
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