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An elderly Russian scientist accused of passing state secrets to China as a guest university
lecturer died Sunday under house arrest, his lawyers said.

Valery Mitko, the former president of the Arctic Academy of Sciences in St. Petersburg, was
charged with high treason in early 2020 and banned from leaving his home. 

Russian authorities accused Mitko of sharing information on submarine detection technology
with China’s secret services. 

He is among several elderly Russian academics to have been jailed for cooperating with
foreign states in recent years in what Kremlin critics call a manifestation of the state’s
growing paranoia.

Mitko faced up to 20 years in prison for high treason. He denied the charges against him and
maintained that the information he was accused of sharing is found in the public domain.
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“In spite of everything, Valery Bronislavovich held together well, joked a lot, and was
determined to fight to the end,” Pervyi Otdel, a network of lawyers and activists that
represented him, said in a statement on Mitko’s passing.

“But the stress of the unjust accusations and conditions of his detention began to take a toll,”
the group said without identifying the cause of Mitko’s death. 

The group only noted that Mitko had often been hospitalized in the two and a half years he
spent under house arrest. 

“He was brought back on a stretcher only a few days ago, in no condition to walk or sit, let
alone care for his bed-ridden wife,” Pervyi Otdel said.

Mitko, who was born in Soviet Ukraine, was 81 years old at the time of his death in St.
Petersburg.

“Professor Valery Mitko became yet another scientist tortured by Russia’s repressive
system,” Pervyi Otdel said.
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