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Russia to Hand Summons to Conscripted
Reservists at Georgia Border

September 27, 2022

The Verkhniy Lars border checkpoint between Russia and Georgia. Emin Jafarov / Kommersant

Russian military reservists attempting to travel to neighboring Georgia to escape Moscow’s
“partial” mobilization will be handed their draft summons at the border, regional authorities
in southern Russia said Tuesday.

“Citizens of the Russian Federation who are wishing to leave the country but are subject to
enlistment will receive summons at the border with Georgia,” the state-run TASS news
agency quoted the head of the republic of North Ossetia’s press service as saying Tuesday.

More than 115,000 Russians are believed to have fled into Georgia since Sept. 21, when Russian
President Vladimir Putin announced a “partial” mobilization in an attempt to aid Russia’s
faltering war effort in Ukraine.

Satellite images by Maxar Technologies showed 16-kilometer lines amassed at the Verkhniy
Lars border crossing between North Ossetia and Georgia.


https://t.me/tass_agency/157481
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/09/27/russia-mobilization-satellite-images-traffic-border-georgia/

Moscow officials refused to elaborate on the situation at Russia’s borders Tuesday.

Related article: Kazakhstan to Ensure Safety of Russians Fleeing Draft — President

"On the whole, everything is happening in this area in strict accordance with the legislation of
Russia," Peskov said.

In separate comments, the Russian Defense Ministry said that it would not seek extradition of
Russians who have fled the country to avoid the mobilization.

"The Russian Defense Ministry has not sent any request to the authorities of Kazakhstan,
Georgia, or any other country for the alleged forced return to Russian soil of Russian citizens,
and it is not planning to do so," the ministry said in a statement.

On Monday, Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) confirmed to the media that it sent an
armored personnel carrier to the Russian-Georgian border to monitor the situation and
prevent “reservists” from illegally leaving Russia.

Photos posted on social media showed a group of uniformed men sitting atop the armored
vehicle as rows of stationary traffic lined the major highway.

Some 260,000 men are estimated to have fled the country in the days since Putin announced
the mobilization, according to figures cited by the independent Meduza news website.

Tuesday’s announcement by North Ossetia follows days of speculation that Russia could close
its borders to prevent potential draftees from leaving the country.

The Kremlin has denied it has plans to do so.
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