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One hundred Russians have been accused or convicted under Russia’s draconian wartime
censorship law on spreading "false information," according to leading human rights lawyer
Pavel Chikov. 

Those convicted under the so-called "war fakes" law face up to 15 years in prison. 

Two people have so far been sentenced to prison terms and 28 people accused of the crime are
in jail awaiting trial, according to figures Chikov posted Thursday on Telegram. 

Seven instances of use of the law were added to Chikov’s tally in the last week, including the
first Russian servicemen to be accused under the law since it was introduced in early March.  

The recent additions include soldiers Ilya Karpenko and Valery Kotovich, as well as Ilya
Ponomarev, a former lawmaker and vocal Kremlin critic.

Thirty-two people accused of violating the law have fled Russia, according to Chikov,

https://t.me/pchikov/5018


including investigative journalists Andrei Soldatov and Ruslan Leviyev, who the authorities
subsequently put on wanted lists.

Fifty-seven of the 100 defendants face between five and 10 years in prison, Chikov said.
Another 24 face up to three years behind bars.

Opposition leaders Ilya Yashin and Vladimir Kara-Murza are among those accused under the
law and in prison awaiting trial. 

Russian courts have, so far, delivered nine sentences under the "war fakes" law.

Chikov said two people had been fined up to 3 million rubles ($50,000), two received
community service and two more suspended sentences.

The harshest sentence was received by Moscow municipal deputy Alexei Gorinov, who was
handed seven years in prison in July. 

The “war fakes” law is considered to be the most draconian of a bundle of censorship laws
punishing criticism of Russia’s war in Ukraine, which the Kremlin officially labels a “special
military operation.” 

In total, more than 200 Russians are facing criminal prosecutions for voicing opposition to
the war, according to protest monitoring website OVD-Info.
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