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Wildfire Smog Blankets Moscow Amid
Heatwave

August 18,2022

Smog in Moscow. Sophia Sandurskaya / Moskva News Agency

Moscow has been blanketed by wildfire smog coming from a nearby region fueled by a
summer heat wave, Interfax reported.

Authorities in the Russian capital advised residents on Thursday to wear face masks to protect
themselves from the smog.

The Federal Forestry Agency (Rosleskhoz) blamed authorities in the Ryazan region, where the
wildfires are currently burning, for failing to keep the fires under control.

Several aircraft and over 470 people were working to put out the fires in the Ryazan region
some 250 kilometers southeast of Moscow, the emergencies ministry said on Telegram.

The region's Governor Pavel Malkov estimated Wednesday that over 800 hectares had been
affected by the fires, which officials later said were caused by dry thunderstorms.

International environmental group Greenpeace however put the size at over 3,300 hectares.


https://www.interfax.ru/russia/857173
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/857193
https://t.me/Rosleshoz_official/827
https://t.me/mchs_official/5448
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/857245
https://t.me/greenpeace_press/888

Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin said Thursday that forest fires have also hit the nearby
Vladimir region.

Emergency Situations Minister Alexander Kurenkov on Thursday urged local authorities
across central and western Russia to ban people from visiting forests.
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"There is a high probability that the fires were caused by human action. And the persistent
heat and drought are creating favorable conditions for the fire to spread," Greenpeace's
Russian chapter said Wednesday.

The NGO said that these forest and peat fires were burning through an area that was already
affected by the fires of 2010, which caused weeks of suffocating smog in Moscow at the time
and led to thousands of deaths across western Russia.

Massive fires have swept through Russia's vast territory in recent years, particularly
impacting Siberia, the Arctic and the Far East.

The blazes, which are increasingly frequent, are exacerbated by low rainfall and heat waves
that scientists have linked to climate change.

Each summer, these fires release huge plumes of noxious smoke that suffocate towns and
cities as far as hundreds kilometers away.

In July 2010, Moscow was suffocated by smoke from peat bog fires resulting in an
unprecedented spike in respiratory health complaints and deaths.

AFP contributed reporting.
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