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Eyewitness video showed thick columns of smoke rising from the blaze. Screenshot / Twitter

Two Russian villages were evacuated on Thursday after a fire broke out at an ammunition
depot near the border with Ukraine, local authorities said. 

The blaze comes days after explosions at a military base and munitions depot in Crimea, the
Ukrainian peninsula annexed by Moscow, which Russia called an act of "sabotage" by Kyiv. 

"An ammunition depot caught fire near the village of Timonovo," less than 50 kilometers (30
miles) from the Ukrainian border in Belgorod province, the region's governor Vyacheslav
Gladkov said in a statement. 

No casualties were reported, but residents of Timonovo and the nearby village of Soloti were
"moved to a safe distance," he said, adding that authorities were investigating the cause of
the fire. 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/afp


A video posted on social media showed a huge fireball billowing a thick column of black
smoke. 
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#Russia An ammunition depot caught fire near the village of Timonovo in the
Belgorod region of Russia, near the border with #Ukraine. The reason is yet
unknown. Witnesses publish various videos from the incident
pic.twitter.com/gJx6s3wdzU

— Hanna Liubakova (@HannaLiubakova) August 18, 2022

Another video showed several explosions in quick succession in the distance. 

Thursday's fire comes amid a slew of blasts at Russian military installations near Ukraine. 

Earlier this month, a bomb exploded near the Saki military airfield in Crimea, killing one
person and injuring several others. 

A few days later, explosions ripped through an ammunition depot in Crimea. 

In the second case, Moscow unusually admitted there had been an act of "sabotage."

Since the start of the Russian offensive in Ukraine in late February, Moscow has repeatedly
accused Ukrainian forces of carrying out strikes on its soil, particularly in the Belgorod
region. 

Last month, missiles slammed into the provincial capital Belgorod, killing four people,
according to local authorities. 

Earlier this month, Gladkov accused Ukraine of carrying out an attack on a fuel depot in
Belgorod with two helicopters. 

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/08/18/russian-munitions-depot-ablaze-near-ukraine-border-a7
8607

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Russia?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Ukraine?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/gJx6s3wdzU
https://twitter.com/HannaLiubakova/status/1560333880086986752?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

