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Russian Emergencies Ministry firefighter extinguishes a fire in a residential area in the town of Uyar in
Russia's Krasnoyarsk Territory. Alena Kovrigina/TASS

This story has been updated with Putin's comments, and corrected to remove a 2020 quote
from the Russian Emergency Situations Minister.

At least eight people have been killed in wildfires in the Siberia's Krasnoyarsk region, local
authorities said Wednesday.

“The fires were caused by short circuits in electrical wiring and power lines, and dry grass
that caused the spread of fires in populated areas,” the Krasnoyarsk branch of the
Investigative Committee said.

Three employees of the power distributor Krasnoyarskenergo, a subsidiary of the electric
power company Rosseti Sibir, have been charged with manslaughter, according to
investigators. One of them was placed under house arrest.

About 60 settlements were deamaged or destroyed in the Krasnoyarsk region last week by
fires caused by strong winds downing power lines and igniting dry grass.

https://krk.sledcom.ru/news/item/1685251/


The fatalities in Krasnoyarsk bring the total death toll from fires in Russia this year to at least
13. 
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Investigators in the Kemerovo region said last week the burned bodies of three people were
found in a residential building in Tyazhinsky district, and two people were reported dead in
Omsk region.

Russian President Vladimir Putin urged authorities on Tuesday to take stronger action to
prevent wildfires and increase coordination between various official agencies in dealing with
them.

“We can’t allow a repeat of the last year’s situation,” Putin said, The Associated Press
reported. “We need to combat fires in a more efficient, systemic and consistent way.”

Russia has suffered growing numbers of wildfires in recent years amid lack safety procedures
and rising global temperatues. 

At least 101 fires were raging across 12,713 hectares (31,414 acres) in Russia as of early
Tuesday, according to Russian forestry regulator AviaLesOkhrana.

Original url: https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/05/11/8-killed-in-critical-siberia-wildfires-a77633

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/7/fires-in-siberia-kill-at-least-8-as-violent-winds-fan-flames
https://apnews.com/article/europe-health-russia-fires-environment-and-nature-bdf807bb8f73ad581ddcafa5531fb8ef
https://aviales.ru/popup.aspx?news=7258

