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A wreath placed a Russian naval monument in Crimea during a memorial event for the Moskva missile
cruiser on April 15, 2022. Sergei Malgavko/TASS

The Pentagon on Friday denied reports that it helped Ukrainian forces sink the Russian
warship Moskva in the Black Sea last month in a stunning setback for Moscow's invasion.

"We did not provide Ukraine with specific targeting information for the Moskva," Pentagon
spokesman John Kirby said in a statement.

Kirby said the U.S. had "no prior knowledge" of the plan to strike the ship, which sank April
13, leaving a still-unclear number of Russian sailors dead or missing.

"We were not involved in the Ukrainians’ decision to strike the ship or in the operation they
carried out," Kirby said.

"The Ukrainians have their own intelligence capabilities to track and target Russian naval
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vessels, as they did in this case," he said.

U.S. media have reported in recent days that the United States has helped Ukraine identify and
target the Moskva as well as Russian generals while they are in the field.

Gerasimov targeted?

Wary of being seen as too closely involved in Ukraine's war against the Russian invasion, the
U.S. military says it shares battlefield intelligence to help Ukrainians defend their country but
denies helping them pick targets or carry out attacks.

Related article: In Photos: The Victims of Russia's Sunken Moskva Cruiser

Ukraine has been particularly successful in attacking Russian command positions, and,
according to reports, came close last week to striking a location near the front lines in the
Donbas region where Russia's top general, Valery Gerasimov, was believed to be visiting
troops.

Ukraine's forces may have shelled the location just a few hours after Gerasimov had left, the
unconfirmed reports said.

On Thursday Kirby insisted that reports that the Ukrainians used specific U.S. intelligence to
kill several Russian generals were false.

"We do not provide intelligence on the location of senior military leaders on the battlefield or
participate in the targeting decisions of the Ukrainian military," Kirby said.

He said Ukraine makes its own decisions on whether to target a Russian leader or not.

"Ukraine combines information that we and other partners provide with the intelligence that
they themselves are gathering on the battlefield," he said.

"Then they make their own decisions, and they take their own actions."

Propaganda coup

The deaths of the generals and the attack on the Moskva have proven significant propaganda
coups for the Kyiv in the war, which began when Russian forces invaded the country on Feb.
24.

The Moskva, which sailed normally with a crew of around 500,  was struck by two Ukrainian
anti-ship missiles as it sailed south of Odesa. Still on fire, in sank several hours later on April
14 as rescue vessels attempted to tow it to safety.

One week later Moscow reported that 396 crew members were rescued and that one was killed
and 27 missing. It blamed the loss on a tragic fire onboard, rather than a strike by the
Ukrainians.

Washington is supplying billions of dollars' worth of military equipment and munitions to
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Ukraine and is training their forces on how to operate them. 

It is also providing Kyiv with information garnered from satellites, electronic surveillance
operations and other sources of intelligence.

But the White House and Pentagon have sought to limit knowledge of the full extent of the
U.S. assistance, hoping to avoid provoking Russia into a broader conflict beyond Ukraine's
borders.

Even so, Washington's support for Ukraine has only grown, and become more forthright,
since the Russians invaded on Feb. 24.

At the beginning of the conflict the United States said it wanted only to help Ukraine survive.

But now Washington says its goal in the war is to debilitate Russia for the long term.

"We want to see Russia weakened to the degree that it can't do the kinds of things that it has
done in invading Ukraine," U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said after a visit to Kyiv in
late April.
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