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A St. Petersburg artist and musician faces up to 10 years in prison for spreading so-called
“fake news” about Russia’s war in Ukraine on price tags at a local supermarket. 

Alexandra Skochilenko was detained Monday on suspicion of replacing price tags with
information about the March 16 air strike on a Mariupol drama theater where civilians were
sheltering. Kyiv accused Moscow of war crimes with the strike, while the Russian military
blamed Ukrainian far-right militias for the attack. 

“The Russian army bombed an art school in Mariupol where about 400 people were hiding
from the shelling,” the supermarket price tag attributed to Skochilenko read. 

Investigators accuse her of “placing fragments of paper containing deliberately false
information about the use of the Russian Armed Forces in places designated for price tags.”

Her lawyer said an unidentified shopper reported Skochilenko to the authorities.
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Related article: Russian Activists Find Ways to Protest Despite the Bans

St. Petersburg’s Vasileostrovsky district court ruled Wednesday to place Skochilenko in pre-
trial detention until May 31. 

If found guilty, the artist faces between five and 10 years in prison. 

Skochilenko, 31, denies her guilt. 

Russia has criminalized the spread of any information about its invasion of Ukraine that does
not come from official sources which reflect Russia’s version of events. 

At least 23 Russian and foreign citizens including Skochilenko have been charged with
spreading “fake news” about the war, according to human rights lawyers and recent reports
of arrests. 

The price tag replacement protests, initiated by the Feminist Anti-War Resistance group,
have become a popular way for anti-war Russians to speak out amid a near-total ban on
public protests. 

At least one other person has been convicted for replacing price tags with anti-war messages
at a grocery store. 

A court in Tula south of Moscow found a woman named O. Valentinova guilty on lesser
charges of “discrediting” the Russian military and fined her 49,000 rubles ($600) last week.
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