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The letter 'Z,' taped to the door of Valery Yakovlev's school in the Republic of Buratiya. baikal-journal.ru

When Konstantin Goldman visited Moscow’s Red Square on Sunday, he took with him a book:
Leo Tolstoy’s “War and Peace.” He held the novel as he was photographed next to a World
War II memorial — in particular, a stone marked in honor of the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv. 

The effect was immediate. Goldman was detained for “violating protest laws” and escorted to
a nearby police station.

At least 214 people were detained for staging anti-war protests in 18 Russian cities over the
weekend, according to the independent police-monitoring website OVD-Info. Most of the
actions were single-person pickets, the only form of protest that doesn’t require local
authorities’ approval in advance.

“This is some kind of enormous joke that we, to our misfortune, are living in,” Alexandra
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Bayeva, who heads OVD-Info’s legal department, told The New York Times.
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In Moscow today, police arrested Konstantin Goldman for standing outside Red
Square beside Kyiv’s “Hero City” monument with a copy of Tolstoy’s “War and
Peace” in hand. https://t.co/VqTnJzzMdS pic.twitter.com/4DJR5Vqt1b

— Kevin Rothrock (@KevinRothrock) April 10, 2022

 

Under laws signed by President Vladimir Putin soon after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on Feb.
24, anyone discrediting or spreading “knowingly false information” about the military faces
up to 15 years in jail. 

In the weeks that have followed, officials have encouraged the creation of “self-cleansing of
society” leading to the appearance of lists of “traitors and enemies” — Russians who oppose
the war — online. Elsewhere, websites have urged Russians to report on “pests” to public
officials. 

Some citizens have enthusiastically taken up the call. In Russia’s republic of Buryatia, 6,000
kilometers east of Moscow, archery coach Valery Yakovlev was reported to the police for
tearing down a large letter Z that had been fixed to his school’s entrance. 

The letter Z, which first appeared on the sides of Russian tanks massed at Ukraine’s border,
has come to symbolize support for what the Kremlin calls a “special military operation.”

Yakovlev, 64, was secretly recorded by the janitor fuming against the war in Ukraine,
according to the Lyudi Baikala news website. He was later accused of discrediting the Russian
armed forces, and fined a total of 90,000 rubles (approx. $1,000) during three court rulings
last week.

Related article: 'If I Didn't Speak Out, I Wouldn't Be a True Christian'

Yakovlev told the court that he believed “kids [should be] outside politics,” but school
principal Inessa Karpukova defended her decision to turn him into the police.

“Putin said that any extremist activities against the Russian army and military operations
should be suppressed,” she said, according to Baikal Journal. “That’s why we took those
measures.” 
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In a similar case, Yevgeny Fokin, a civically engaged 10th-grader in Russia’s third-largest city
of Novosibirsk, faces up to three years in prison after sharing a comment on messaging app
Telegram, local media reported Saturday. While the content of the post is not known, it was
described by officials as spreading “false information” about the Russian military.  

Novosibirsk municipal deputy Svetlana Kaverzina, who commented on Fokin’s case last week,
blamed the “blossoming” Soviet-era practice of turning in fellow citizens for dissenting
views.

“Our mighty army, it turns out, is very easily discredited by a mere schoolboy,” she wrote on
Telegram. “The state has to use its entire apparatus to put pressure on a schoolchild.” 
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