G

. Moscow Times

S8
S10N
@

INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

The -

30 YEARS

Russian Negotiator Says Too Early for
Top Meeting on Ukraine

By AFP

April 03, 2022
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Russia's Presidential Aide Vladimir Medinsky (L) and David Arakhamia, Servant of the People Party
faction leader at the Ukrainian Verkhovna Rada, hold a meeting on the sidelines of Russian-Ukrainian
talks at Dolmabahce Palace in Istanbul. Sergei Karpukhin / TASS

Russia's lead negotiator in peace talks with Ukraine said Sunday it was too early for a top level
meeting on ending the conflict.

"The Ukrainian side has become more realistic in its approach to issues related to the neutral
and non-nuclear status of Ukraine but the draft agreement is not ready for submission to a
summit meeting," Vladimir Medinsky said on Telegram.

Related article: Kremlin Sees No Breakthroughs at Ukraine Talks

He said he did not share the "optimism' of Ukraine's negotiators on the possibility of talks
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between Russian President Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.

Ukraine's top negotiator David Arakhamia said Saturday that Moscow had "verbally" agreed
to key Ukrainian proposals, raising hopes that talks to end fighting were moving forward.

He raised the possibility of a meeting between Putin and Zelensky in Turkey, without saying
when it might be possible.

Ukraine has offered at the talks to drop its aspirations to join NATO and declare official
neutrality, if it has security guarantees from Western countries. It would also pledge not to
host any foreign bases.

It has proposed to temporarily put aside the question of Crimea, annexed by Russia in 2014,
and two breakaway territories in the eastern Donbas region that Russia has recognized as
independent.

Medinsky said Russia's position on Crimea and the Donbas ''remains unchanged' and that
talks would resume by video conference on Monday.
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