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Jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny went on trial Tuesday in his maximum-security prison
outside Moscow on new charges that could see his jail time extended by up to 15 years.

Navalny was in February 2021 ordered to serve two years and eight months in prison for
breaching his parole terms while he was hospitalized in Germany for nerve agent poisoning
that he blames on the Kremlin.

Related article: Russia Adds Navalny, Top Aides To ‘Terrorists and Extremists’ Register

While recovering abroad, the opposition leader was charged with “stealing” 356 million
rubles (S4.7 million) donated to his since-dismantled Anti-Corruption Foundation.

Russian authorities declared the foundation — which has published explosive video
investigations into high-level corruption — a banned “extremist” organization last summer.
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Navalny’s trial on charges of fraud and contempt of court got underway Tuesday in his penal
colony in the town of Pokrov 100 kilometers east of Moscow.

Videos shared by journalists showed Navalny wearing a prison uniform inside the makeshift
courtroom, flanked by lawyers, guards and his wife Yulia. The so-called “visiting session” is
presided over by Moscow’s Lefortovo District Court judge Margarita Kotova.

Embed:

HeBo3MO>KHO pic.twitter.com/CUIN570Pet

— Ivan Zhdanov (@ioannZH) February 15, 2022

“The familiar prisoner ‘cage’ [for defendants] is missing in court because the entire court is
in a cage,” Navalny’s close aide Leonid Volkov tweeted.

Navalny, 45, faces up to 15 years in prison on four counts of fraud and two counts of contempt
of court during a defamation trial last year.

Supporters, who accuse the authorities of attempting to close the trial to the public, say a
verdict may be delivered within a week.

Navalny has faced a slew of criminal charges since returning to Russia in January 2021 from
Germany, where he had spent months recovering from a poisoning attack that Western
scientists identified as the Soviet-designed Novichok nerve agent.

Navalny was filmed hugging Yulia during attempts to fix audio issues at the start of the trial.
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