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A member of the Luhansk People's Republic "people's militia" on the frontline in eastern Ukraine.
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A commander in separatist-held eastern Ukraine has appealed to Moscow to send 30,000
troops and military equipment to aid separatist forces against a potential Ukrainian
offensive.  

Alexander Khodakovsky’s plea to Moscow comes amid unprecedented tensions between
Russia and the West over Ukraine, with over 100,000 Russian troops stationed near Ukraine’s
borders despite a recent flurry of diplomatic talks. Kyiv’s Western allies accuse Moscow of
plotting an invasion of its neighbor, while Russia blames the United States and NATO for
provocations and threatening its security.

Related article: Russia Rejects 'Nonsense' U.S. Claim of False Flag Plot to Attack Ukraine

"We need to have at least 40,000, but 40,000 with automatic rifles on the frontline,"

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/04/18/russia-rejects-nonsense-us-claim-of-false-flag-plot-to-attack-ukraine


Khodakovsky, a commander and former political leader in the self-proclaimed Donetsk
People’s Republic, told Reuters on Monday. 

He said that the Donetsk separatists had 10,000 of their own fighters currently ready for
combat and that they needed 30,000 soldiers from Moscow.

The Kremlin hasn’t yet commented on Khodakovsky’s appeal.

Last month, Russian ruling party lawmaker Andrei Turchak urged the Kremlin to send
weapons and military equipment to the separatists.

Khodakovsky welcomed Turchak's call but said specialists would be needed to operate such
"complex systems."

"I would like to see Russian military units that can use this weaponry," he told Reuters.

On Monday, Donetsk People’s Republic leader Denis Pushilin spoke of the “constant threat of
military actions” from the Ukrainian side without providing any evidence.

Ukrainian government forces have been at war with pro-Russian separatists since 2014, when
separatists seized control of the regions shortly after Russia’s annexation of Crimea. The
conflict has so far claimed over 13,000 lives.

Western countries accuse Russia of supporting the separatists with troops and equipment —
claims Moscow denies.

Russia has issued hundreds of thousands of passports to residents of eastern Ukraine since
war broke out, and the Russian parliament is set to decide whether to formally recognize the
separatist republics' independence.
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