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Russia is still working on its written responses to the United States’ letter on
Moscow’s sweeping demands for “security guarantees” in eastern Europe, Moscow said
Tuesday.

The Washington Post had reported Monday, citing an unnamed U.S. official, that Moscow had
submitted a written response to Washington after it and NATO rejected Russia’s demand to
block Ukraine from potential membership in the U.S.-led military alliance last month.

But Russia’s Foreign Ministry on Tuesday denied that it had responded to the U.S. letter.

The Kremlin said that Moscow had delivered “different ideas” to Washington and was still
working on its “main answer” to the U.S. letter, resulting in “confusion” surrounding the
State Department’s comments. Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov added that the president
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will decide on his own when to respond to the U.S. letter.

The state-run RIA Novosti news agency cited a senior diplomatic source as saying that the
letter was not about the U.S. response to Moscow's security demands, but instead contained
questions on NATO members' understanding of the "indivisibility of security" principle. The
source said that Russia is still working on its official response to the U.S. and NATO.

Related article: U.S., NATO Reject Russia’s Ukraine Demands, Offer ‘Diplomatic’ Path Forward

U.S. State Department spokesman Ned Price said Secretary of State Antony Blinken expects to
hear Russian President Vladimir Putin’s “initial reactions” to Washington’s response during
Tuesday’s phone call with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov.

“His reaction, his response is the response that matters most to us,” Price said at a press
briefing Monday.

Putin told French President Emmanuel Macron last week that he will “carefully study”
Western responses and “decide on further actions.” The Russian president accused U.S. and
NATO of turning down his demands, which, in addition to blocking Ukraine’s aspirations to
join NATO, include not deploying attack missiles near Russian borders and moving Western
military infrastructure out of Eastern Europe.

Russia’s Embassy in Washington, meanwhile, issued a set of claims responding to a State
Department tweet accusing Russia of threatening Ukraine with 100,000 troops on the border.

“[It] is Washington, not Moscow that generates tensions,” it said in a Facebook post early
Tuesday.

“We are not going to back away and stand at attention, listening to the threats of U.S.
sanctions,” the Embassy warned.
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