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Russia added Alexei Navalny and several of his top aides to the country’s “terrorists and
extremists” register Tuesday.

The Kremlin critic appeared on the list, which is maintained by Russia’s Federal Financial
Monitoring Service, on Tuesday. The online database lists individuals Russian authorities
believe are involved in activities that support “terrorist or extremist” organizations.

The move comes just over a year after Navalny was arrested in Moscow after his return to
Russia from Germany, where he was being treated for a poisoning attack. He is currently
serving a 2.5-year jail term, and Russian authorities have moved aggressively to dismantle
the opposition figure’s nationwide campaigning network over the last year.
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Russian courts last year banned Navalny’s regional political offices, as well as his Anti-
Corruption Foundation (FBK), as “extremist.” Dozens of key Navalny aides and former
regional coordinators have since faced criminal charges, and most of his senior associates fled
Russia and now live in exile. 

At least seven of Navalny's associates and former regional coordinators were also included on
the list Tuesday, the Kremlin critic’s team said on its Telegram channel. They include lawyers
Lyubov Sobol and Vyacheslav Gimadi, as well as lead anti-corruption investigator Georgy
Alburov. 

Following Tuesday's update, some 22 people are now included on Russia's list of "terrorists
and extremists" — 12 of whom are activists connected to Navalny.

Navalny’s two most senior aides — Leonid Volkov and Ivan Zhdanov, who are running the
Navalny operation from exile — were included in the “terrorists and extremists” register
earlier January.

The designation effectively locks them out of the Russian banking system, since the country’s
financial institutions are prohibited from providing services to individuals and organizations
on the list.

In a separate move Tuesday, prosecutors requested a Moscow court jail Navalny's brother
Oleg Navalny, arguing he had violated the terms of his 2021 suspended sentence on charges of
breaking health rules by promoting nationwide anti-Kremlin rallies to protest the
imprisonment of his brother.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/01/25/russia-adds-navalny-top-aides-to-terrorists-and-extremi
sts-register-a76144

https://t.me/teamnavalny/9037

