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Russia’s top diplomat on Monday likened the European Union’s policy of “pushing back,
constraining and engaging” with Moscow to “political Kama Sutra.” 

Brussels’ high representative Josep Borrell outlined the multilateral Russia strategy in June as
the sides reached their “lowest level” in relations due to a litany of disagreements including
Ukraine, Belarus and human rights.

Related article: Russia Still 'Escalating' Troop Buildup on Ukraine Border – U.S.

“I imagine the choreography and, excuse me, that’s political Kama Sutra,” Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov said in an interview with pro-Kremlin pundit Vladimir Solovyov.

Lavrov repeated President Vladimir Putin’s scathing criticisms of what Moscow perceives as
threatening steps by the West, including NATO expansion eastward.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_3010
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/05/06/russia-still-escalating-troop-buildup-on-ukraine-border-us
https://youtu.be/qctkkT_OqAk?t=2470


Russia this month issued a series of sweeping security demands to the United States that
include NATO withdrawing forces to positions held before the alliance's wave of eastward
expansion following the Soviet collapse and banning Ukraine from joining NATO.

Lavrov’s hour-long interview on Solovyov’s YouTube channel was published on the same day
that the White House announced Russia-U.S. talks on European security on Jan. 10.

“Russia can put its concerns on the table and we will put our concerns on the table with
Russia’s activities as well,” an unnamed White House official was quoted by AFP as saying.

Russia-NATO talks are then expected on Jan. 12, followed by talks with OSCE, Europe’s top
security organization which includes the U.S., on Jan. 13.

The diplomatic talks will pick up following weeks of Western warnings that Russia is
amassing tens of thousands of troops on the Ukrainian border with the possible aim of
invading the neighboring country.

Putin denies plans of an invasion, instead threatening an “appropriate retaliatory” military
response to what he calls the West’s “aggressive stance.”

The Russian president said last week he had seen a “positive” response from the U.S. to
Moscow's security proposals.
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