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The West Is Unlikely to Accept Russia’s
NATO Demands — and the Kremlin
Knows It

For the U.S. and NATO, agreeing would mean taking the politically
unacceptable step of capitulating to Moscow.
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NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, right, greets Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy with a
fist bump after a media conference at NATO headquarters in Brussels. Olivier Matthys / AP / TASS

Russia submitted two documents last week to the administration in Washington — drafts of
security agreements with the U.S. and NATO — that, in tone and style, more resemble
ultimatums than treaties.

They make the following direct demands of the U.S.:

“The United States of America shall undertake to prevent further eastward expansion of the
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization and deny accession to the Alliance to the States of the
former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

The United States of America shall not establish military bases in the territory of the States of
the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics that are not members of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, use their infrastructure for any military activities or develop bilateral
military cooperation with them.”

The agreement that Russia proposes to sign with NATO includes obligations that the Alliance
exclude further expansion, including the accession of Ukraine, as well as other states, and
refuse to conduct “any military activity on the territory of Ukraine, as well as other states of
Eastern Europe, Transcaucasia and Central Asia”.

Elsewhere, the document calls for a halt to activities that might be perceived as threatening
security. “The Parties shall refrain from deploying their armed forces and armaments,
including in the framework of international organizations, military alliances or coalitions, in
the areas where such deployment could be perceived by the other Party as a threat to its
national security, with the exception of such deployment within the national territories of the
Parties.”

Related article: Russia Issues Demands to Limit NATO’s Influence in Post-Soviet Space,
Eastern Europe

In other words, NATO cannot carry out military activity near Russia’s borders although
Russia, on its territory near NATO’s borders, has the right to do as it sees fit.

All this simply restates what Moscow has long set out as its position and demands — most
actively so in the last several weeks. The real question is why Russian leaders decided to put
forward such a document knowing full well that their Western counterparts would reject it
and refuse to even discuss its provisions.

For the U.S. and NATO, agreeing would mean taking the politically unacceptable step of
capitulating to Moscow.

Also, why would the West suddenly feel the need for such a revolutionary revision to the post-
Cold War system of European security?

Simply put, there is not enough of a threat to consider such drastic measures. Moscow,
presumably, understands this, indicating that it might have a different goal in mind: to obtain
a refusal of its empty gesture so that it can say, “We offered and so we’re not to blame for
what we do next”.

In other words, the Kremlin is creating a pretext by which it can freely revise the existing
system of relations — a step for which it apparently feels the time has come.

If this is the case, we can expect Moscow to take steps demonstrating Russia’s determination
to unilaterally change the status quo.

And, because the scale of the proposals does not allow for simply accepting a refusal from the
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West and postponing the demands until the next round of diplomatic talks — that would
undermine the credibility of the demands — the interesting thing now will be to see what the

Kremlin does if it receives the negative response from the West that it apparently sought from
the beginning.

The views expressed in opinion pieces do not necessarily reflect the position of The Moscow
Times.
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