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Local people gather in the main square of Ingushetia's town of Nazran, Russia, Tuesday, March 26, 2019,
to protest a land swap deal with a neighboring region. Musa Sadulayev / ТАСС

A Russian court has handed lengthy prison sentences to seven leaders of a protest movement
in the small North Caucasus republic of Ingushetia that saw tens of thousands take to the
streets against a controversial land-swap deal.

The impoverished region saw a rare wave of protests and clashes with police in 2018-2019
after its leaders signed a contested border-swap agreement with neighboring Chechnya that
saw Ingushetia, already Russia’s smallest region, give up disproportionally more territory
than Chechnya. 

The protest leaders, six men and one woman, received sentences ranging from seven and a
half to nine years in prison on charges of organizing an extremist organization and
perpetuating violence against security officials.

“We accept this test with bravery, we didn’t expect anything else from this country. We were

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2018/10/16/in-ingushetia-russia-smallest-region-protests-are-reaching-a-boiling-point-a63210


right, I don’t regret anything,” defendant Musa Malsagov, 49, told a court in Kislovodsk, a
city in the Stavropol region where the hearing was taking place. 

During the clashes, a number of local police officers refused to intervene during clashes, and
more than a dozen patrol officers have since been fired for failing to disperse protesters
rallying against the land swap deal.

Related article: Russian Police Face Prison Time for Refusing to Break Up Ingushetia Protests

The Chechnya-Ingushetia border agreement immediately sparked public opposition in
Ingushetia after it was concluded on Sept. 26, 2018, between Chechen strongman Ramzan
Kadyrov and Ingush head Yunus-bek Yevkurov. 

On Oct. 30, 2018, the Constitutional Court of Ingushetia ruled that the agreement was illegal
as changes to Ingushetia’s territory required approval by referendum, but the Constitutional
Court of Russia in Moscow overrode that decision later in the year.  

Following the unrest, Yevkurov resigned from his position in the summer of 2019.
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