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Belarus leader Alexander Lukashenko has moved closer to Moscow following last year's disputed
presidential election. Mikhail Metzel / TASS

Belarus leader Alexander Lukashenko on Tuesday said Moscow-annexed Crimea was legally
part of Russia, adding that he planned to visit the peninsula with Russian leader Vladimir
Putin. 

Russia's annexation of Crimea from neighbouring Ukraine in 2014 and support for separatists
in the east of that country caused alarm in ex-Soviet Belarus. 

Lukashenko has been under huge pressure to publicly define his position on Crimea and until
now had been largely non-committal with the Kremlin.

Lukashenko's statement to Russian state news agency RIA Novosti was one of his clearest yet
on the status of the peninsula after Russia's takeover.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/afp-4


"We all understood that de-facto Crimea is Russia's Crimea. After a referendum Crimea has
become Russia de-jure as well," Lukashenko was quoted as saying.

Related article: Most Russians Support Annexation of Crimea – Poll

The Belarusian strongman said he planned to visit Crimea and his trip would amount to
recognition of the peninsula as Russian territory.

"We have a certain agreement with Putin that we will visit Crimea," Lukashenko told RIA
Novosti, insisting he had every right to go there with the Russian president. "This is my
Crimea too," he added.

Lukashenko said he was now waiting for details of the trip from the Kremlin.

Moscow took over Crimea in March 2014 after a referendum condemned by Kiev and the West
as illegal and followed an uprising in Kiev that ousted a pro-Russian leader. 

Russia is Belarus's closest ally and the two have formed a nominal "union" with close trade
and military cooperation while arguing over sticking points such as energy prices.

Lukashenko has been forced to lean closer on Russia since the outbreak of a severe crisis in
ties with the West.

Brussels denounced a crackdown on opposition protests in Belarus and refused to recognise
Lukashenko's disputed re-election in 2020, leading to the chill.

In the interview to RIA Novosti, Lukashenko also said he would ask Russia to deploy nuclear
weapons in Belarus if NATO moved nuclear weapons to eastern Europe.

"We in Belarus are ready for it," he said, adding that all the necessary infrastructure after the
collapse of the Soviet Union remained intact. "All the silos are there."
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