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Russian Language Added to Central
African Republic University Curriculum
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Pierre Holtz / UNICEF (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Central African Republic universities will require students to study the Russian language, CAR
media has reported as Bangui and Moscow continue to pursue activated military and
economic cooperation.

President Faustin-Archange Touadéra ordered universities to make Russian compulsory
instead of Spanish as soon as next year, the Corbeau News Centrafrique news website reported
Friday.

Students will study Russian from the first year of undergraduate studies until the first and
second year of postgraduate studies, which the outlet reports is longer than Spanish and
Chinese language studies.

CAR’s higher education minister reportedly pledged to complete teacher training and
curriculum development for Russian language studies by the 2022-23 academic year.


https://corbeaunews-centrafrique.com/centrafrique-desormais-le-russe-va-concurrencer-le-francais-lespagnol-et-le-chinois-a-luniversite/

According to Corbeau News Centrafrique, the minister is expected to visit Moscow in January
to discuss sending Russian-language instructors to CAR.

Related article: New Movie Depicting Heroic Russian Instructors in Central African Republic
Linked to ‘Putin’s Chef’

The beleaguered country battling armed groups has forged closer ties with Russia since 2018,
when Russia sent small arms and deployed instructors to help train CAR armed forces.

The CAR has also become a key point in the controversy over the role in Africa of the Wagner
mercenary group which is allegedly run by shadowy Kremlin-linked businessman and
Yevgeny Prigozhin.

Russia has denied Wagner paramilitaries have been deployed to the CAR, saying only military
instructors have been sent to train local soldiers.

Under Putin, Moscow has sought to revive Soviet-era relationships and build new alliances in
Africa, bolstering Moscow's global clout in the face of confrontation with the West.

The CAR added Russian to its secondary school curriculum in 2019, Russia’s RBC news website
reported Sunday.

Russian was previously studied in the CAR under former President Jean Bedel Bokassa
between 1966 and 1979.

AFP contributed reporting.
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