30 YEARS

Putin Sacks Russian Prisons Chief After
Torture Leak Scandal
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Alexander Kalashnikov has been fired from his position as the head of Russia's Federal Prison Service
(FSIN). Anton Podgaiko / TASS

President Vladimir Putin has fired the head of Russia’s prison system, the Kremlin announced
Thursday, a month after a series of explosive videos showing rape and torture inside a prison
hospital leaked online.

Putin replaced Alexander Kalashnikov with Deputy Interior Minister Arkady Gostev as head of
Russia’s Federal Prison Service (FSIN), with the change effective immediately.

Related article: Russia Drops Case Against Prison Torture Whistleblower

The high-profile sacking of Kalashnikov follows the firing of 18 prison officers in October in
the central city of Saratov where the alleged rape and torture took place. Three regional prison
officials were also fired.


http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67191
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67191
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67192
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/01/12/russia-drops-case-against-prison-torture-whistleblower

Gulagu.net, a prominent prisoners’ rights NGO which published the series of harrowing
videos from the Saratov prison hospital, welcomed Kalashnikov’s exit.

“A series of new criminal cases and arrests of colonels and generals is ahead. The sadists will
be jailed for a long time,” Gulagu.net said on Telegram.

“That’s what we work for,” the NGO said, voicing hopes that “those who took part in sodomy
and terrible torture will be [publicly] convicted.”

Russia’s police, meanwhile, added Gulagu.net founder Vladimir Osechkin to its wanted list
earlier in November for an unspecified crime.

In October, Russian prosecutors pursued criminal charges against Sergei Savelyev, the
whistleblower who shared the trove of more than 1,000 files allegedly showing prison rape
and torture to Gulagu.net. The charges against him were later dropped.

Savelyev, a Belarusian citizen, obtained a trove of more than 1,000 files while serving jail time
in Saratov.

Savelyev smuggled the videos on a USB stick after being released in February. He arrived in
France — where Osechkin has lived since 2015 — last month to seek political asylum.

Monitors say torture and sexual violence against inmates have long been systemic problems
within Russia's vast prison system, but the latest videos have shed new light on abuses.
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