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Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov on Tuesday said the use of tear gas and water cannon
by Polish forces to stop migrants entering from Belarus was "absolutely unacceptable."

"The behavior of the Polish side is absolutely unacceptable," he told a press conference in
Moscow, citing "tear gas and a water cannon and shots fired above the heads of migrants
towards the direction of Belarus."

Related article: ‘I’ll Camp All Winter if I Have To’: Onboard a Flight to Belarus With Iraqi
Migrants

Thousands of migrants have camped at the Poland-Belarus border in a crisis Brussels says
was orchestrated by Minsk possibly with the backing of Moscow.
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Minsk and Moscow deny the claims and Russia has stood by its ally in the stand-off.

Polish forces fired tear gas at stone-throwing migrants trying to cross the border from
Belarus on Tuesday, Warsaw said. 

Warsaw said a Polish police officer was seriously injured in the border clashes. 

Polish border guards estimate up to 4,000 migrants are now camped out along its border with
Belarus in increasingly dire conditions and freezing temperatures. 

Most of the migrants are from the Middle East, with many from Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Iraq's embassy in Moscow said Tuesday that it will fly out around 200 people from Belarus on
Thursday.

Baghdad had earlier said it would organize repatriations on a "voluntary" basis.

At least 11 migrants have died on both sides since the influx started in the summer.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2021/11/16/russia-criticizes-polish-use-of-tear-gas-on-migrants-a7
5580


