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A Russian diplomat linked to the Federal Security Service (FSB) was found dead outside
Russia’s Embassy in Berlin after apparently falling from an upper-floor window, Germany’s
Der Spiegel news website reported Friday.

Berlin police reportedly found the unnamed 35-year-old man’s lifeless body on the sidewalk
in front of the embassy building on the morning of Oct. 19. 

The deceased was officially listed as Second Embassy Secretary, but Der Spiegel reported that
German security agencies considered him to be an undercover FSB employee.

The Russian Embassy in Berlin did not agree to an autopsy and repatriated the diplomat’s
body back to Russia, Der Spiegel reported. German police did not investigate the death due to
the man’s diplomatic status.

The outlet added that the deceased diplomat was “related” to a high-ranking official at the
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FSB’s Second Service.

Western intelligence services link the FSB’s Second Service to the high-profile assassination
of an ex-Chechen commander in a Berlin park in 2019.

Related article: German Prosecutors Accuse Russia Over 'Contract Killing' of Georgian Man

Citing past joint reporting with CNN, the open-source investigative outlet Bellingcat and
Russia’s The Insider independent news website, Der Spiegel also linked the FSB’s Second
Service to the near-fatal poisoning of Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny.

Bellingcat said Friday that it used open-source vehicle and address registration data to
identify the deceased diplomat as the son of FSB Second Service deputy director Alexei Zhalo.
Zhalo also heads the FSB’s Directorate for the Protection of Constitutional Order, whose
squad Bellingcat said had tailed Navalny prior to his August 2020 poisoning.

Germany’s Foreign Ministry said Friday it could not comment on the Russian diplomat’s
death out of privacy concerns for the victim and his family.

“I can say on this matter that the Foreign Ministry is aware of this incident,” German Foreign
Ministry spokesman Christopher Burger told reporters, according to the Russian state-run
RIA Novosti news agency.

Bellingcat also did not identify the diplomat by name, but noted that he was moved to Berlin
on June 19, 2020, two months before the murder of ex-Chechen commander and Georgian
national Zelimkhan Khangoshvili.

A cached version of the German Foreign Ministry’s diplomatic list named the Russian
Embassy’s second secretary who assumed his duties on that date as Dmitry Maltsev.

“There is no evidence that he was involved in the planning or logistical support for the
[Khangoshvili] assassination,” Bellingcat wrote.

The Russian Embassy in Berlin said it could not comment on the “tragic accident for ethical
reasons,” according to Der Spiegel.

Later Friday, the embassy slammed “Western media speculations in the context of this tragic
incident” as “absolutely inappropriate,” RIA Novosti reported.
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