
Free Speech a ‘Core Value,’ YouTube
CEO Says After Blocking Russian
Opposition Videos
September 27, 2021

YouTube CEO Susan Wojcicki. Fortune Conferences / flickr (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

YouTube considers free speech to be one of its “core values” despite its removal of jailed
Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny’s voting strategy videos ahead of Russia’s parliamentary
elections, the video streaming site’s CEO told Bloomberg Television on Monday.  

Google-owned YouTube sparked cries of censorship both in Russia and abroad when it
blocked the “Smart Voting” video posted by Navalny’s team ahead of the Sept. 19 vote, citing
a Russian government order. The video recommended candidates that appeared most likely to
defeat politicians from the pro-Kremlin ruling party after most vocal Kremlin critics were
shut out from the ballot. 

Related article: Apple, Google Delete Navalny App on Day of Russian Parliamentary Vote

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-09-26/youtube-ceo-says-google-sees-free-speech-as-core-value-in-russia
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/12/17/apple-google-delete-navalny-app-on-day-of-russian-parliamentary-vote


“When we work with governments, there are many things that we have to take in
consideration, whether it’s local laws or what’s happening on the ground,” CEO Susan
Wojcicki said in the platform’s first public comments since the video was taken down.

Russia banned Navalny’s organizations as “extremist” in June amid a wide-reaching
crackdown on President Vladimir Putin’s opponents.  

Google and Apple also removed Team Navalny’s Smart Voting app from their stores ahead of
the vote, with news reports saying the companies bowed to Russia’s threats of serious
criminal charges and incarceration of local staff. 

But observers raised the alarm over the potential precedent set by YouTube, which has
become a safe haven for Russia's opposition-minded bloggers and activists to voice their
opinions without fear of censorship.

“I think we really want to make sure that we’re working and serving audiences as much as we
possibly can,” Wojcicki said, adding that “if it comes to a point where there’s an issue with
the government, we’ll do our best always to work that out.” 

Navalny, who was imprisoned in January and has seen his allies arrested or flee the country,
has nonetheless aimed to dent the Kremlin's grip on parliament from behind bars with his
“Smart Voting” strategy. 

He took to Twitter to criticize the U.S. tech giants, accusing them of acting as President
Vladimir Putin's "accomplices.”

"If something surprised me in the latest elections, it was not how Putin forged the results, but
how obediently the almighty Big Tech turned into his accomplices," Navalny tweeted.
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